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A Thousand Times Berlin. The Collection Hamburger Bahnhof — Na-
tionalgalerie der Gegenwart

From 12 June 2026

A special exhibition of Nationalgalerie — Staatliche Museen zu Berlin
Opening: Friday, 12 June, 5pm

Open House Days: Friday, 12 June — Sunday, 14 June 2026

Berlin is a place of ongoing movement and negotiation, where
artistic, political, and migratory trajectories intersect. For its 30th an-
niversary, Hamburger Bahnhof presents its new iteration of the col-
lection in the west wing, focusing on Berlin’s art scene in global dia-
logue from 1989 to today. Over 70 works by more than 50 artists, in-
cluding paintings, drawings, sculptures, photographs, and video in-
stallations, reflect several aspects of Berlin: From its myth of hedon-
ism and subculture, in an international context, to the city’s histori-
cal division, competing narratives, and the complexity of different
forms of belonging. Art created in Berlin also reflects the political
developments shaping the world. International artists living and
working here transform the city into a microcosm of global political
movements and crises. This interplay between art and the city is ex-
plored in the new collection presentation through works by Cemile
Sahin, Katharina Grosse, Mona Hatoum, Rirkrit Tiravanija, Katharina
Sieverding, Thomas Struth, Danh V8, Cosima von Bonin, and many
others.

The collection presentation “AThousand Times Berlin” at Hamburger
Bahnhof — Nationalgalerie der Gegenwart is divided into four thematic
sections that examine Berlin from different perspectives: as a city in flux,
featuring works by, among others, Jenny Holzer, James Richards, Roy
Lichtenstein, and Pakui Hardware; as part of an increasingly connected
world, with works by Avery Singer, Bunny Rogers, Slavs and Tatars,
Naama Tsabar, Cemile Sahin, and Sung Tieu; as a place shaped by lived
realities of migration, belonging, and exclusion, reflected in the art of
Danh V8, Julie Mehretu, Mario Pfeifer, Andrea Pichl, Henrike Naumann,
and Katharina Sieverding; and as a space in which past and future are
continually renegotiated, including in works by Michel Majerus, Yarema
Malashchuk and Roman Khimei, Monica Bonvicini, and Cosima von Bo-
nin. The exhibition brings together well-known major works by Isa
Genzken, Roy Lichtenstein, Robert Rauschenberg and Rosemarie
Trockel alongside rare works, some of which have never been shown be-
fore.

For its new collection presentation, Hamburger Bahnhof continues its
long-standing collaboration with the Federal Art Collection
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The educational outreach programme invites families, school classes,
daycare groups, and adults to experience art and Berlin in a physical,
playful, and sensory way. Family expeditions—such as the Museum
Parkour, Lava Tour, Invisible Tour, and whispering and touch-based for-
mats—open up new ways of engaging with the exhibition. New lounge ar-
eas are available as open spaces for visitors to relax and spend time.
School programmes have been redesigned with a focus on sound, move-
ment, and social issues, including offerings such as “A Thousand Times
Sound” and the Museum Parkour for schools. In addition, the studio now
opens on Mondays for a new drop-in format designed specifically for
school classes. On selected dates, artists whose works are featured in the
exhibition are invited as guests to the Rieckhallen Studio, where they
work together with visitors in hands-on and creative activities.

The exhibition opens with the fourth edition of the free-admission Open
House days, taking place from Friday, 12 June to Sunday, 14 June
2026. This event also marks the start of this year’s Berlin Beats open-air
DJ series. During Open House, four talks with artists featured in “A Thou-
sand Times Berlin” will take place, along with a curator-led tour. On Satur-
day, 13 June at 12:30 pm, curator Charlotte Knaup will lead a tour of the
exhibition, and at 4 pm, artist Cana Bilir-Meier will be in conversation with
curator Lisa Horstmann. On Sunday, 14 June, a talk with Mario Pfeifer
will take place at 2 pm, followed by a conversation with Cemile Sahin at 4
pm.

On the occasion of the award ceremony of the Tiemann-Preis, a public
conversation with artist Elif Saydam will be held at the Hamburger
Bahnhof on Friday, 30 October 2026, at 4 pm.

The exhibition is part of the anniversary programme 30 Years Hamburger
Bahnhof. In 2026, Hamburger Bahnhof celebrates its 30th anniversary
with a programme spanning the history of the site and looking toward the
future: eight special exhibitions, a new collection presentation, as well as
performances and concerts will extend the museum far into the urban
space. The highlight will be the anniversary weekend from 13-15 Novem-
ber, featuring an international conference on the future of contemporary
collection museums and 30 hours of continuous opening.
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The exhibition is curated by Sam Bardaouil, Director Hamburger Bahnhof
— Nationalgalerie der Gegenwart, and Charlotte Knaup, Curator at Ham-
burger Bahnhof — Nationalgalerie der Gegenwart.

The exhibition is supported by Hamburger Bahnhof International Compan-
ions e.V.
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