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EXHIBITION TEXT 
 
CHANEL Commission: Lina Lapelytė. We Make Years Out of Hours 
1 May 2026 – 10 January 2027 
 
Lina Lapelytė (b. 1984, Kaunas, Lithuania) is an artist and composer. Her 
works bring people together through sound, voice, and collective action. 
Many of her performances invite participation. She understands listening 
as a form of care.  
 
At Hamburger Bahnhof – Nationalgalerie der Gegenwart, Lapelytė trans-
forms the Historic Hall into a shifting landscape of 400,000 wooden cubes. 
Performers and visitors build temporary structures. Voices fill the space 
with songs. The lyrics are based on poems by 15 international writers 
from the early twentieth century to the present. Short lines about commu-
nity, formation, love, loss, and hope form the libretto of the work.  
 
Like the exhibition space itself, the work becomes a site of constant 
change. Structures appear and disappear. Each new form requires an-
other to give way. The work asks what remains and what falls away. It 
also asks who decides what is built and what must be removed, and 
whose lives carry the weight of these changes.  
 
The CHANEL Commission is a multi-year partnership that supports one 
newly commissioned artwork each year, enabling artists to realize 
largescale projects for the historical Hall at Hamburger Bahnhof. 


