Staatliche Museen zu Berlin
PreuRischer Kulturbesitz

Berlin, 11 December 2025 MUSEUMSINSEL BERLIN
ALTE NATIONALGALERIE, ALTES MUSEUM,
BODE-MUSEUM, JAMES-SIMON-GALERIE,
NEUES MUSEUM, PERGAMONMUSEUM,

PRESS RELEASE PERGAMONMUSEUM. DAS PANORAMA
Museumsinsel Berlin
. PRESS OFFICER MUSEUMSINSEL BERLIN
Bodestr. 1-3, 10178 Berlin TIMO WEISSBERG
Special exhibitions 2026 Bodesir. 1-3
10178 Berlin

As of 11 December 2025, subject to change
Phone: +49 30 266 42 68 03
James-Simon-Galerie Mobile: +49 151 641 456 37
Built community. Gobeklitepe, Tas Tepeler, and life 12,000 years ago presse@smb.spk-berlin.de
6 February -19 July 2026 www.smb.museum/presse
A special exhibition of the Vorderasiatisches Museum - Staatliche Muse-
en zu Berlin in cooperation with the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the
Republic of Turkiye, General Directorate of Cultural Heritage and Muse-
ums, and the German Archaeological Institute Istanbul
The special exhibition of the Vorderasiatische Museum focuses on art and
sculptures from the first settled cultures in the south-east of present-day
Turkiye. There, people erected monumental stone structures and popula-
ted them with spectacular stone sculptures. Curated in collaboration with
Turklsh arch:?teologlsts, the exhibition p'rese.nts the sculptur.es, many of za%géﬁ&ESINSEL
which are being shown abroad for the first time, together with architectural BERLIN
reconstructions, media and photos by Spanish photo artist Isabel Mufioz.

Altes Museum PARTNERS AND SPONSORS OF THE

Giulia Andreani at the Altes Museum ANNIVERSARY

27 February — 13 September 2026 LOTTO-Stiftung Berlin
A special presentation of the Nationalgalerie and the Antikensammlung —  Kuratorium PreuRischer Kulturbesitz
visitBerlin

Staatliche Museen zu Berlin
As part of her first solo institutional exhibition in Germany, which will open  wobiiity partrer:

the Hamburger Bahnhof's anniversary programme in 2026, artist Giulia Flix SE

Andreani is presenting new paintings. Two of the works are inspired by Media partrers:

Etruscan objects from the Antikensammlung. They will be presented as an  agioeins

intervention on the upper floor of the Altes Museum within the Etruscan radio3

exhibition. Project website: www.mi200.de
Neues Museum

Destiny in the Stars — The Beginnings of the Zodiac

21 March 2026 — 10 January 2027

A special exhibition of the Agyptisches Museum und Papyrussammlung,

the Vorderasiatisches Museum - Staatliche Museen zu Berlin and the

research project “ZODIAC - Ancient Astral Science in Transformation”

(European Research Council / Freie Universitat Berlin)

Photography is permitted exclusively for the purpose of reporting on the current exhibiti-
on/event. For any other use of the photos, you are obliged to independently clarify copyright
and usage rights in advance. You are responsible for obtaining any additional rights (e.g.
copyrights to depicted works of art, personal rights).
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‘What is your zodiac sign?’ Even today, in the age of science, this questi-
on is still often asked. The zodiac has fascinated people since ancient
times. It unites humans and the cosmos, heaven and earth, astronomy
and astrology, science and faith, tradition and innovation, certainty and
uncertainty, harmony and dissonance. But what exactly is the zodiac? An
oracle that generates signs for the future? A mirror that provides insights
into the psyche? A projection screen for our quest for knowledge and
certainty? A coordinate system that makes the movement of the planets
calculable? A visible expression of celestial harmony? Or all of these
things at once? And where does it come from, how did it spread across
the world, what was it used for, and how was it represented?

The exhibition presents the ancient zodiac from a contemporary
scientific and social perspective in several thematic areas. Using ancient
artefacts from Berlin museums, including some that have never been ex-
hibited before, it takes visitors on a multicultural journey through space
and time, from Babylonia to Egypt, Greece and Rome (c. 400 BC - 400
AD), and explains the zodiac against the backdrop of its significance to-
day.

Alte Nationalgalerie

On 22 March 1876, the Nationalgalerie was officially opened as the third
museum on Museumsinsel Berlin. In 2026, the building will therefore be
the focus of five years of celebrations marking the 200th anniversary of

Museumsinsel Berlin.

Scandal! Mors Imperator — Hermione von Preuschen

22 March — 15 November 2026

A cabinet exhibition of the Alte Nationalgalerie — Staatliche Museen zu
Berlin

A spectacular painting caused a sensation in Berlin in 1887: ‘Mors Impe-
rator’ (translated: ‘Death is the ruler’), painted by the artist Hermione von
Preusschen (1854-1918). The work was considered an insult to the em-
peror: Kaiser Wilhelm | was already 90 years old when it was created and
died the following year. Although the emperor announced that he had no
objection to the painting, it was rejected by the jury of the Kdnigliche
Akademie der Kuinste. The painter then exhibited the monumental paint-
ing on her own initiative in Berlin. The show was a huge success with the
public. The Alte Nationalgalerie is now showing this painting, long be-
lieved to be lost, to the public for the first time and introducing the influen-
tial artist of the time to today's audience in a cabinet exhibition.
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on/event. For any other use of the photos, you are obliged to independently clarify copyright
and usage rights in advance. You are responsible for obtaining any additional rights (e.g.
copyrights to depicted works of art, personal rights).

Page 2/5

Staatliche Museen zu Berlin

PreuRischer Kulturbesitz

MUSEUMSINSEL BERLIN

ALTE NATIONALGALERIE, ALTES MUSEUM,
BODE-MUSEUM, JAMES-SIMON-GALERIE,
NEUES MUSEUM, PERGAMONMUSEUM,
PERGAMONMUSEUM. DAS PANORAMA

PRESS OFFICER MUSEUMSINSEL BERLIN
TIMO WEISSBERG

Bodestr. 1-3
10178 Berlin

Phone: +49 30 266 42 68 03
Mobile: +49 151 641 456 37

presse@smb.spk-berlin.de
www.smb.museum/presse

200 JAHRE
MUSEUMSINSEL
BERLIN

PARTNERS AND SPONSORS OF THE
ANNIVERSARY

LOTTO-Stiftung Berlin
Kuratorium PreuBischer Kulturbesitz
visitBerlin

Mobility partner:
Flix SE

Media partners:
radioeins

radio3

Project website: www.mi200.de


http://www.smb.museum/presse
http://www.mi200.de/

Cassirer and the Breakthrough of Impressionism

22 May — 27 September 2026

A special exhibition of the Alte Nationalgalerie — Staatliche Museen zu
Berlin

In 2026, the Alte Nationalgalerie will honour Paul Cassirer (1871-1926),
one of the most important art dealers of his time. Through his gallery’s
exceptionally dense and continuous exhibition programme, the Berlin-
based galerist played a decisive role in spreading French Impressionism
in Germany. Thanks to his efforts, artists such as Edgar Degas, Paul
Cézanne, Edouard Manet, Claude Monet, Auguste Renoir and Vincent
van Gogh gained wider recognition in the German-speaking world. By
presenting their works, Cassirer left a lasting imprint on Germany’s cultur-
al landscape and ignited passionate public debates. Numerous key works
entered major German collections and museums through his mediation,
including the holdings of the Nationalgalerie.

Cassirer's commitment was not confined to promoting French art. He was
equally dedicated to supporting German Impressionism and the Berlin
Secession, represented by artists such as Max Liebermann, Lovis Co-
rinth, and Max Slevogt. At the same time, he championed significant pio-
neers of Classical Modernism like Edvard Munch and August Gaul, while
also including the young avant-garde—such as Ernst Barlach, Ernst Lud-
wig Kirchner, and Paula Modersohn-Becker—in the programme of his gal-
lery.

The exhibition presents more than 100 outstanding works of Impressio-
nism and Classical Modernism, showcasing Paul Cassirer’s remarkable
commitment to the arts.

InterNationalgalerie#1 — National Museum Warsaw

19 June 2026 — 13 January 2027

Start of a new cabinet series at the Alte Nationalgalerie — Staatliche Mu-
seen zu Berlin

In 1876, the Prussian king ceremoniously opened the Nationalgalerie on
Museumsinsel Berlin. Contrary to the inscription on the pediment, ‘To
German Art,’ the collection was international from the outset and grew to
become one of the most important German collections of French avant-
garde art.

In its new series ‘InterNationalgalerie’, the Alte Nationalgalerie will conti-
nuously invite national galleries and museums from all over the world over
the next few years to be present with a showcase in the building and to
introduce themselves to international and Berlin audiences along particu-
larly current themes and questions. The National Museum in Warsaw will
kick off the series. The presentation will take place on the 1st exhibition
floor.

Photography is permitted exclusively for the purpose of reporting on the current exhibiti-
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Bode-Museum
Broken into the surface. Sculpture and photography in dialogue
(working title)

July — October 2026

A special exhibition of the Skulpturensammlung und Museum fir Byzanti-
nische Kunst — Staatliche Museen zu Berlin

The exhibition opens up new perspectives on this three-dimensional art
form. It demonstrates that photographs of sculptures always represent
subjective interpretations and sharpens the viewer's awareness of the in-
tentions behind them. By directly juxtaposing historical and contemporary
photographs with the sculptures they depict, the exhibition brings to life
the different visual worlds and meanings created by photography. An in-
teractive section and accompanying audio interviews with photographers
and archivists invite visitors to actively experience the dialogue between
sculpture and photography. The exhibition was created in cooperation
with students at the Institute for Art and Visual History at Humboldt-
Universitat zu Berlin.

James-Simon-Galerie

Colors of the Past. Images from Iranian Archaeology (working title)
September 2026 — February 2027

A special exhibition of the Vorderasiatisches Museum — Staatliche Muse-
en zu Berlin

The exhibition sheds light on archaeological research in Tepe Hissar,
Rayy, Luristan, and Persepolis in Iran in the 1930s through the lens of
developing color photography technologies. The images come from the
archive of German-American archaeologist Erich F. Schmidt (1897-1964),
a passionate photographer and pioneer of aerial archaeology. The photo-
graphs offer a new perspective on the landscape of Iran, its people, and
its monuments. Their colorfulness creates a striking contrast between re-
search and everyday life. The presentation is complemented by a newly
discovered documentary film that impressively captures Schmidt's work in
the field and early conservation measures.

James-Simon-Galerie

Genghis Khan — The World of the Mongols

Early October 2026 — Late April 2027

A special exhibition of the Museum fir Vor- und Frithgeschichte — Staatli-
che Museen zu Berlin

2027 marks the 800th anniversary of the death of Genghis Khan, founder
of the Mongol Empire. To mark this occasion, the Museum fir Vor- und
Friihgeschichte is dedicating a major exhibition to this central figure. How
was the leader of a small nomadic people of outstanding horsemen and
archers able to create an empire the likes of which the world had never
seen before? The effects of Mongol expansion shaped Europe and Asia
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and determined the course of history for centuries to come. The Genghis
Khan National Museum is providing outstanding objects, including nume-
rous new archaeological finds that have never before been seen in an
exhibition outside Mongolia. Loans from Poland and Romania, as well as
from the Staastbibliothek Berlin and the collections of the Staatliche Mu-
seen zu Berlin, complete the picture of this era. The exhibition will open in
Berlin in October 2026 in the presence of the Mongolian President and the
German Federal President.

Alte Nationalgalerie

About times. Encounters of the 19th century with works of the 20th
and 21st centuries from the collection of the Nationalgalrie

14 October 2026 — 28 February 2027

A special presentation of the Alte Nationalgalerie — Staatliche Museen zu
Berlin

In 1876, the Nationalgalerie was opened as a venue for contemporary art.
Today, under the name Alte Nationalgalerie, it is the main building of the
Nationalgalerie and the museum for art from the long 19th century. All six
buildings of the Nationalgalerie are united by a common collection, from
the Alte Nationalgalerie to the Neue Nationalgarie to the Hamburger
Bahnhof — Nationalgalerie der Gegenwart. In its anniversary year, the Alte
Nationalgalerie offers selective encounters between works from the 20th
and 21st centuries and 19th-century art on all three floors, inviting visitors
to engage in associative viewing.

Bode-Museum

Sound Bodies - Variations on a Theme of Art

A musical intervention at the Bode-Museum

24 November 2026 — 7 March 2027

A special exhibition of the Skulpturensammlung und Museum flr By-
zantinische Kunst, the Hamburger Bahnhof — Nationalgalerie der Ge-
genwart — Staatliche Museen zu Berlin and the Musikinstrumenten-
Museum of the Staatliche Institut fir Musikforschung — PreuRischer Kul-
turbesitz

The exhibition ‘Sound Bodies' traces the sound of selected objects in the
Bode-Museum — from late antique textiles and medieval angel choirs to
Antonio Canova's ‘Dancer’. A collaboration between the Skulpturensamm-
lung und Museum fiir Byzantinische Kunst with the Hamburger Bahnhof
and the Musikinstrumenten-Museum, the intervention explores the dia-
logue between plastic art, sound and movement. Historical and modern
musical instruments are placed in relation to works of art in which music is
depicted. This creates fascinating juxtapositions, unexpected insights and
sensory experiences that make art visible and audible.
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