Neue Nationalgalerie
Stiftung PreuBischer Kulturbesitz

Berlin, 12 September 2025 NEUE NATIONALGALERIE
Potsdamer StraRe 50

EXHIBITIQN PREVI!EW 10785 Berlin

Neue Nationalgalerie

Potsdamer Straf3e 50, 10785 Berlin MARKUS FARR

Tue —Wed 10 am — 6 pm, Thu 10 am — 8 pm, Fri— Sun 10 am — 6 pm HEAD OF PRESS

Phone: +49 266 4234 02

25 years of Preis der Nationalgalerie Mobile: +49 151 527 53 886

To mark the anniversary, the FREUNDE der Nationalgalerie

announce new format and location presse@smb.spk-berlin.de
www.smb.museum/presse

This year, the FREUNDE der Nationalgalerie (Friends of the National

Gallery) are celebrating the 25th anniversary of the Preis der Na-

tionalgalerie (Prize of the National Gallery). Since its foundation in

2000, the prize has been an important museum award that recognis-

es artistic positions that have had a decisive influence on contempo-

rary art and presents them to a broad public in Berlin.

The Preis der Nationalgalerie has always seen itself as a recognition that
reflects the vital international art scene and transfer it into an institutional
context. In this spirit, the prize in 2026 will remain flexible and open for
changes and will be continued in a new format at Neue Nationalgalerie.

From 2026, artists who set international standards and whose work has
not yet been comprehensively presented in Berlin, will be honoured in the
form of a solo exhibition. The change of location places contemporary art
in dialogue with the collection of the Neue Nationalgalerie and its history.
The iconic hall of the Mies van der Rohe building provides the ideal set-
ting for a concise, artistic setting. The exhibition is made possible by a
fixed budget financed by the FREUNDE der Nationalgalerie.

"We are very proud that the Preis der Nationalgalerie has been able to
establish itself as one of the most important art prizes over the past 25
years and that the prizewinners have been able to set important impulses
with their work both nationally and internationally. The prize has always
been characterised by its ability to react positively to changes in the inter-
ests of the museum, the artists and the public. This has not only main-
tained its relevance over the decades, but also increased it. We look for-
ward to the next stage of development,” says Christian Kohorst, Chairman
of the FREUNDE der Nationalgalerie.

The winner will be announced at the end of October 2025 — the exhibition
will open in September 2026 during Berlin Art Week.

The expert jury for the Preis der Nationalgalerie 2026 is made up of out-
standing international directors: Emma Lavigne (Director of the Pinault
Collection, Paris) and Sam Keller (Director of the Fondation Beyeler,
Riehen) as well as Klaus Biesenbach (Director of the Neue Nationalgaler-
ie). In addition to the expert jurors, the curators of the Nationalgalerie and
the members of the FREUNDE der Nationalgalerie were asked to nomi-
nate candidates.
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"The Preis der Nationalgalerie was established at a time when contempo-
rary art in Berlin received significantly less support. Today, Berlin is one of
the most important production and presentation centres for contemporary
art. With the move to the Neue Nationalgalerie, we want to present artists
whose positions have helped shape Berlin — and who also have interna-
tional appeal. The aim is to place their works in a dialogue with the archi-
tecture of Mies van der Rohe and thus create a link between the collec-
tion, art history and contemporary art," says Klaus Biesenbach, Director of
the Neue Nationalgalerie.

BMW has been a partner of the Preis der Nationalgalerie since 2006 and
is reaffirming its commitment to this important award in the future.

"The internationally renowned Preis der Nationalgalerie has, for 25 years,
demonstrated how art can shape social debates and open up new per-
spectives. It stands for innovation, creativity, and cultural diversity — val-
ues that are deeply rooted in the BMW Group. Together with our partners,
we are delighted that art can unfold its impact far beyond the museum
space," says Alexander Bilgeri, Vice President Corporate Communica-
tions. BMW Group.

Further information on the FREUNDE der Nationalgalerie, the Preis der
Nationalgalerie and its comprehensive history can be found at
preis.freunde-der-nationalgalerie.de
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