Berlin, April 4, 2025

Press Release

n.b.k. Billboard
Yoko Ono. TOUCH

March 2, 2025 - August 31, 2025
Intersection Friedrichstrasse x Torstrasse, in walking distance from n.b.k.

Curator: Lidiya Anastasova

With TOUCH (1962/2025) by Yoko Ono, n.b.k. continues its collaboration with the artist and her studio as part
of the n.b.k. Billboard series. Following the n.b.k. Billboard Yoko Ono. FLY (1963/2024), which premiered
during Berlin Art Week in September 2024, another of Ono’s text-based artworks will be displayed in Berlin’s
public space for six months beginning in March 2025. Since the 1960s, the artist’s billboard campaigns have
recalled her instructions — written in minimalistic language with clear messages, they invite active participa-
tion: IMAGINE PEACE, DREAM, TOUCH, FLY.

Multisensory experiences, an experimental use of language, and a strong participatory approach are funda-
mental to Yoko Ono’s cross-media artistic practice. The word touch — similar to fly — functions as a conceptual
key in her work and serves as the starting point for several pieces. In 1960-1961, Ono created her first series of
Touch Poems in small booklets. These works — incorporating materials such as strands of hair and paper strips
—are “read” by touch. “I thought of creating poems you take into your body by touch,” Ono explains. This form
of poetry conveys sensory information beyond the visual and invites participants to expand its meaning
through their own imagination.

As with the English word fly, touch carries multiple meanings. It can refer to the physical act of touching,
the emotional experience of feeling touched, or the idea of maintaining connection — “to keep in touch.”
These concepts align with Ono’s interest in the multidimensional nature of interpersonal communication
and the desire to overcome social isolation and alienation. In the 1960s and 1970s, the performance



Touch Poem for Group of People (1963) was staged multiple times, based on the artist’s instruction to “Touch
each other,” which also appeared in her seminal artist’s book Grapefruit (1964). Another variation, Touch
Piece, featuring the minimalist instruction “Touch.,” was included in a later edition of Grapefruit.

Yoko Ono’s groundbreaking multidisciplinary practice — which includes music, poetry, painting, drawing,
performance, film, and installations — challenges and expands conventional forms of art and thought. Essen-
tial to Ono’s work is a conceptual use of scores and instructions that encourage active participation, along with
her strong belief in the power of thought, action, and language to foster peace. Her activism takes varied and
experimental forms, from film — such as her initially censored Film No. 4 (Bottoms) (1966-1967), which she
described as a petition for peace — to events like the bed-ins for peace, the nonviolent anti-war protests initiated
with John Lennon (1969). “I like to fight the establishment by using methods that are so far removed from
establishment-type thinking that the establishment doesn’t know how to fight back,” Ono commented in the
context of her and Lennon’s BED PEACE (1969).

In 2025, three institutions in Berlin — a city that Yoko Ono has said is particularly close to her heart and
where she used to visit regularly — will present different exhibition formats celebrating her visionary work.
The n.b.k. Billboard TOUCH by Yoko Ono will be shown in parallel with the survey YOKO ONO: MUSIC OF
THE MIND at Gropius Bau (April 11 to August 31, 2025) and the exhibition YOKO ONO: DREAM TOGETHER
at the Neue Nationalgalerie (April 11 to September 14, 2025).

Biographical information

Yoko Ono (*1933 in Tokyo, lives and works in New York) has received numerous accolades, including the
Golden Lion for Lifetime Achievement at the Venice Biennale (2009), the Dr. Rainer Hildebrandt Medal for
contributions to human rights (2012), and the Oskar Kokoschka Prize (2012). Her work has recently been
exhibited at Tate Modern, London (2024); Kunstsammlung Nordrhein-Westfalen, Diisseldorf (2024); Nobel
Peace Center, Oslo (2023); CIRCA/Serpentine (2022); Museum der bildenden Kiinste Leipzig (2019); and
the Museum of Modern Art, New York (2015), among other venues.

Diskursprogramm

Thursday, May 15, 2025, 7 pm
Kessire Effect
Performance by Eleni Poulou (musician, Berlin)

Eleni Poulou engages in dialogue with TOUCH by Yoko Ono, on view at the Friedrichstrasse/Torstrasse
intersection until August 31, 2025 as part of the n.b.k. Billboard series. TOUCH serves as the starting point
for a new performance by Poulou, premiering at Neuer Berliner Kunstverein (n.b.k.).



On the format n.b.k. Billboard

The n.b.k. Billboard expands the activities of Neuer Berliner Kunstverein (n.b.k.) into urban space. Since
September 2021, works by international contemporary artists have been presented at the intersection of
Friedrichstrasse and Torstrasse. To date, the n.b.k. Billboard has featured works by Rosemarie Trockel,
Nan Goldin, Giilsiin Karamustafa, Carrie Mae Weems, Dorothy Iannone, and Isa Genzken.

For further information, images or any query please contact Cilia Jonda.
Phone: (030) 280 70 20 or e-mail: presse@nbk.org.
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