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PRESS RELEASE 

Ethnologisches Museum 

Lansstraße 8, 14195 Berlin 

 

Weaving New Links: When Artists and Researchers Rewrite the     
History of Togo and Germany Together 

By the end of 2026, the Ethnologisches Museum, Staatliche Museen zu 
Berlin, plans to present a collaboratively developed permanent exhibition 
at the Humboldt Forum, approaching its Togolese “collections” from both 
scientific and artistic perspectives. Under the title “Tisser des Nouveaux 
Liens” ("Weaving New Links"), the museum advances its engagement 
with its colonial “collections” in close collaboration with contemporary art-
ists and researchers from Togo. This collaboration is part of the Collabo-
rative Museum (CoMuse), an initiative of the Ethnologisches Museum and 
the Museum für Asiatische Kunst. It opens up new perspectives and rais-
es important questions about the relationship between Togo and Germa-
ny, examines the role of the historical "collections," and the dialogue be-
tween the colonial past and the postcolonial present. The project’s ap-
proach creates an innovative, collaborative space for artistic creation, ac-
ademic research, and transcultural exchange. 

Key is the engagement with German-Togolese history through the "collec-

tions" of the Ethnologisches Museum. The “collections” from Togo, con-

sisting of approximately 1,800 cultural artifacts, several hundred colonial 

photographs, and a large number of audio recordings, were assembled 

from the mid-19th century onward. They reflect the various forms of ap-

propriation (e.g., violent looting) and highlight the extremely asymmetrical 

power relations of the colonial period. After German colonial rule in 1918, 

"Togoland" was divided between France and Great Britain. "British Togo-

land" became part of Ghana's borders in 1957, along with the "Gold 

Coast." The museum's database thus assigns parts of its Togo collections 

to present-day Ghana, which will be considered in the exhibition.  

From March 10–16, 2025, an artistic workshop is taking place at the 
"Espace Azankpo" in Ahépé (60 km from the Togolese capital Lomé), 
serving as a vibrant hub for multidisciplinary exchange. On March 7–8, 
2025, the Goethe-Institut Lomé acted as a partner for a preparatory aca-
demic workshop, bringing together artists, scholars, and museum profes-
sionals from both countries. 

During the various workshops, eight Togolese artists and artists from the 
diaspora engaged with the perspectives of the scholars from the Ethnolo-
gisches Museum and the Zentralarchiv der Staatlichen Museen in Berlin, 
exploring the relationships between Togo and Germany, colonial memory, 
and contemporary forms of expression, such as painting, sculpture, instal-
lation, photography, and performance. The artistic works created during 



  

 
 
Photography is only permitted for the purpose of reporting on the exhibition / event. For any 
other use of the photos, you are obliged to independently clarify the to clarify the copyright 
and utilisation rights in advance. You are responsible for obtaining further rights (e.g. copy-

rights to works of art depicted, personal rights). Page 2/2 
 

DAHLEM/ HUMBOLDT FORUM 

FORSCHUNGSCAMPUS DAHLEM – ETHNO-

LOGISCHES MUSEUM – MUSEUM FÜR ASIA-

TISCHE KUNST – MUSEUM EUROPÄISCHER 

KULTUREN – INSTITUT FÜR MUSEUMSFOR-

SCHUNG 

 

TIMO WEISSBERG 

 

Humboldt Forum 

Schloßplatz  

10178 Berlin 

 

Museum Europäischer Kulturen 

Im Winkel 8 

14195 Berlin 

 

Tel.: +49 30 266 42 6803 

Mobile: +49 151 641 456 37 

 

presse@smb.spk-berlin.de 

www.smb.museum/presse 

the workshop will be closely connected to the historical "collections" and 
presented in the exhibition. 

The workshops mark the beginning of the collaborative development of a 

new permanent exhibition set to open at the Humboldt Forum at the end 

of 2026. The exhibition will be an important new addition to the collection 

display of the Ethnologisches Museum, placing particular emphasis on the 

history of the former German colonies. The exhibition project is part of a 

dynamic, long-term collaboration between German and Togolese institu-

tions, scholars, local communities, and artists. 

 

The project is part of the initiative The Collaborative Museum (CoMuse) of  

the Ethnologisches Museum and the Museum für Asiatische Kunst. Co-

Muse aims to develop multiperspective approaches to collection-based 

research and test new formats for collaborative processes in order to sus-

tainably intensify the decolonization and diversification of museum prac-

tices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


