Berlin, 30 September 2024 (updated: 22 November 2024)

PRESS RELEASE

Kulturforum, Neue Nationalgalerie

Venue: Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, Otto-Braun-Saal, Potsdamer Stral3e
37, 10785 Berlin

Art and Activism in Times of Polarization:

Discussion Space on the Middle East Conflict

curated by Saba-Nur Cheema and Meron Mendel

Sunday, 24 November 2024, 10 am — 4.10 pm

Venue: Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, Otto-Braun-Saal, Potsdamer Stral3e
37, 10785 Berlin

A symposium by the Nationalgalerie — Staatliche Museen zu Berlin

The Neue Nationalgalerie invites you to a one-day symposium titled
"Art and Activism in Times of Polarization: A Discussion Space on
the Middle East Conflict” on Sunday, 24 November 2024, at Otto-
Braun-Saal of the Staatshibliothek zu Berlin. The symposium, featur-
ing international guests, will be curated by political scientist Saba-
Nur Cheema and historian and author Meron Mendel, and will ad-
dress questions regarding the responsibility of political art in the
current context of the Middle East conflict. In particular, the themes
of anti-Semitism, racism, artistic freedom, and expressions of soli-
darity within the art world will be discussed.

Update 22.11.2024: Due to changes to the program, please find be-
low the new schedule and the complete list of speakers of the sym-
posium.

Key discussions will center on questions such as: “Can art foster solidarity
and peace in the Middle East?” and “How can a constructive debate on
artistic freedom take place in Germany?” The symposium will also exam-
ine how exclusionary practices within art and cultural institutions can be
avoided. The international speakers include Osama Zatar, Leon Kahane,
Andreas Fanizadeh, Sharon On, and Ruth Patir.

Cheema and Mendel previously curated the widely discussed discourse
program “Reflexes and Reflections: October 7, the Gaza War, and the
German Debate” for the Berliner Festspiele in June 2024. Both are com-
mitted to Jewish-Muslim dialogue, combating antisemitism and Islam-
ophobia, and examining the effects of the Middle East conflict on social
cohesion in Germany.

This symposium offers a platform for diverse perspectives, with partici-
pants representing Jewish, Muslim, Israeli, Palestinian, and German voic-
es.

Program

9.30 - 10.15 am
Admission
10.15 - 10.45 am

Photography is permitted exclusively for current reporting on the exhibition/event. For any
other use of the photos, you are required to independently clarify issues of copyright and
usage rights in advance. You are responsible for obtaining any additional rights (e.g., copy-
right for depicted artworks, personal rights).
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Opening remarks by Saba-Nur Cheema and Meron Mendel

10.45am —12.45 pm

Panel 1: Issue of Conscience: Israel and the Role of the Middle East
Conflict in the Art World

Panelists: Andreas Fanizadeh, Leon Kahane, Maria Inés Plaza Lazo,
Osama Zatar

Host: Elke Buhr

1245 pm —-1.45 pm
Break

1.45-2.10 pm

Impulses: The Situation of Israeli, Jewish, Palestinian, and Muslim
artists in Berlin

Speakers: Sharon On and Saba-Nur Cheema

2.10-4.10 pm

Panel 2: Cultural Boycott: Purpose, Effects, and Criticism
Panelists: Remsi Al Khalisi, Ruth Patir

Host: Meron Mendel

Tickets
Day ticket for the Symposium: 5 €

A maximum of 1 ticket per person can be purchased through the online
shop: www.smb.museum/en/nng-symposium

There will be no box office on-site. Please note that capacity is limited and

admission is only possible with a valid ticket.

The symposium will be held bilingually in German and English. Simulta-
neous translation will be available via headphones.

The symposium has been made possible by funding from the Berlin Sen-
ate Department for Culture and Social Affairs.

Photography is permitted exclusively for current reporting on the exhibition/event. For any
other use of the photos, you are required to independently clarify issues of copyright and
usage rights in advance. You are responsible for obtaining any additional rights (e.g., copy-
right for depicted artworks, personal rights).

Staatliche Museen zu Berlin

PreuRischer Kulturbesitz

GENERAL DIRECTORATE

PRESS — COMMUNICATION — SPONSORSHIP

STAUFFENBERGSTRARE 41
10785 BERLIN, GERMANY

MECHTILD KRONENBERG
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT

MARKUS FARR
PRESS OFFICER

TEL: +49 30 266 42 3402
MOBILE: +49 151 527 53 88

FIONA GEUSS
PRESS OFFICER NATIONALGALERIE

TEL: +49 30 3978 34 16
MOBILE: +49 151 527 51 565

presse@smb.spk-berlin.de
www.smb.museum/presse

page 2/2


https://www.smb.museum/en/nng-symposium

