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MONET  
AND THE IMPRESSIONIST CITYSCAPE

In 1867, Monet (1840–1925) turned his back on 
tradition when he focused on the bustling life 
of Paris from the balcony of the Louvre. He was 
fascinated by the present in the growing French 
capital rather than the old masters. In a series of 
three paintings he created a new pictorial topic. 
The important works from Berlin, Den Haag and 
Oberlin come together in exhibitions and this 
 lavishly illustrated book.

Monet’s cityscapes of Saint-Germain-l’Auxerrois, 
the Jardin de l’Infante and the Quai du Louvre are 
considered to be the earliest Impressionist city 
views. In them he casts a completely new artistic 
eye over the modern metropolis being rebuilt by 
Haussmann. By doing so he also inspired artists 
like Caillebotte and Pissarro to create their own 
cityscapes. A new subject was born which the 
publication reveals in all its beauty through the 
example of Monet’s three principal works as well 
as others by famous Impressionist and Pos t
impressionist artists.

Claude Monet and Paris – two 
French stars come together

AR T I S T S  CLAUDE MONET  
WITH GUSTAVE CAILLEBOTTE, JOHAN 
BARTHOLD JONGKIND, MAXIMILIEN LUCE, 
HENRI MATISSE, CAMILLE PISSARRO 

Ralph Gleis is the director of the Alte Nationalgalerie and the curator of numerous 
exhibitions on the art of the 19th and 20th centuries.
Josephine Hein is research associate at the Alte Nationalgalerie and assistant 
curator for the project. 




