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Berlin, 7 June 2024 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
Kulturforum, Neue Nationalgalerie 
Potsdamer Straße 50, 10785 Berlin 
Tue + Wed 10am – 6pm, Thu 10am – 8pm, Fri – Sun 10am – 6pm 
 
Andy Warhol. Velvet Rage and Beauty  
9 June – 6 October 2024 
A special exhibition by Nationalgalerie – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 
Opening: Saturday, June 8, 7pm 
 
Andy Warhol is arguably one of the most widely known and dis-
cussed artists of the twentieth century. While his depictions of con-
sumer products and celebrities became household famous, there is 
a newly identified red thread through his career, starting in the late 
1940s until his untimely death in the 1980s: a continuous searching 
to visualize his ideal of beauty, mostly male beauty, finding form and 
creating lasting images of what Warhol desired. Neue Nationalgalerie 
is for the first time putting together a large survey focused on War-
hol’s search for a certain ideal beauty and shows that it is a central 
aspect and red thread throughout the artist’s different production 
phases and stages of career, from the 1940s to the 1980s. Bringing 
together more than 300 works, paintings, prints, drawings, photo-
graphs, Polaroids, films and collages, the exhibition allows an ex-
pansive and inclusive insight into a Warhol, whose work during his 
lifetime never had a “proud coming-out”. 
 
From the early drawings to his screen tests and films in 1960s, the torso 
paintings in the 1970s, through his collaborations with Jean-Michel 
Basquiat in 1980s, and countless photographs throughout all periods, 
there is a constant exploration to express this ideal and quest for beauty. 
 
When one looks closely and deeply at Warhol’s work, it becomes appar-
ent that his artistic practice is intimately engaged with the body. In all me-
diums, he provocatively explores the body’s beauty and flaws, fragility and 
strength, as well as his own insecurities and torments in many self-
portraits. 
 
During his lifetime many of these works on the human body were either 
considered inappropriate, immoral, deviant—or even pornographic or ille-
gal. As a result, many of these works received little exposure in the art 
world and never became known to a wider public. 
 
In addition to the Double Elvis, 1963, from the Nationalgalerie, Marx Col-
lection, special international loans are from the Museum of Fine Arts, Bos-
ton, the Mugrabi Collection, NYC, mumok - Museum Moderner Kunst 
Stiftung Ludwig, Vienna, as well as numerous loans from The Andy War-
hol Museum, Pittsburgh. 
 
The exhibition “Andy Warhol: Velvet Rage and Beauty” takes its title as an 
homage to the book The Velvet Rage (2005) by Alan Downs that de-
scribes how it feels to grow up and live as a gay man in a predominantly 
straight world. 
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Warhol died in 1987 at the age of only fifty-eight. He left an incredibly 
complex and influential body of work, but during his lifetime never experi-
enced the open acceptance that we now have to look at these specific 
bodies of work. As this openness to queerness seems at risk again today 
through changes in so many societies, the exhibition takes on Berlin in 
2024 as a window of opportunity, to bring these works together for the first 
and hopefully not for the last time.  
 
The exhibition is curated by Klaus Biesenbach, director of the Neue Na-
tionalgalerie, with Lisa Botti, co-curator.  
 
Curatorial assistance: Nikola Richolt.  
 
A catalog will be published by Prestel Verlag to accompany the exhibition 
on June 15, 2024 (English edition with German textbooklet, 304 pages, 
230 color images, 49 Euro). 
 
The exhibition is made possible by the Freunde der Nationalgalerie. 


