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Berlin, 5. April 2023 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Museumsinsel Berlin, Bode-Museum 

Am Kupfergraben, 10117 Berlin  

Opening hours: Tue – Sun 10 am – 6 pm 

 

Unlocking Christian Art & Interfaith Discussions: 

A new partnership between the Bode-Museum (Skulpturensammlung 

und Museum für Byzantinische Kunst / Sculpture Collection and 

Museum of Byzantine Art) and the Gemäldegalerie (Old Master Paint-

ings) of the Staatliche Museen zu Berlin with the Visual Commentary 

on Scripture Project* at King’s College London 

 

Today, when the collection and interpretation of historic works of art is 

increasingly becoming a public forum for discussion and debate, the chal-

lenges and opportunities for universities, museums and galleries are more 

significant than ever. Indeed, while some of the most famous names in the 

history of art produced works with Christian subject matter, the under-

standing and interpretation of works by these artists can be particularly 

challenging to non-specialists and especially to secular or non-Christian 

audiences. Contemporary viewers are often unfamiliar with the sacred 

stories represented, the specific contexts these works were made for, and 

the materials and techniques that were employed, making them feel dis-

tant or less accessible.  

 

To address this challenge, the Bode-Museum (Skulpturensammlung und 

Museum für Byzantinische Kunst) and the Gemäldegalerie of the Staat-

liche Museen zu Berlin have recently formed an interdisciplinary partner-

ship with the Visual Commentary on Scripture (theVCS.org) at King’s Col-

lege London. Together, these institutions have devised innovative ways of 

exploring the rich collections of Christian art in Berlin by combining the 

perspectives of art history and theology and by opening conversations 

with Islamic and Jewish traditions of thought. The first products of this 

ongoing partnership are presented in the form of short films: a series enti-

tled ‘Unlocking Christian Art’ (26 films) and another focussed on ‘Interfaith 

Discussions’ (2 films) which together take on the challenge of creating 

accessible and engaging interpretation of these collections for 21st century 

audiences.  

 

The first series, ‘Unlocking Christian Art,’ is comprised of two self-guided 

tours through the permanent collections of the Bode-Museum and the 

Gemäldegalerie which follow the lives of the two main protagonists of the 

Christian faith: Jesus Christ and his mother Mary. Information regarding 

these tours will be made available both within the collections and online 

here: www.smb.museum/unlocking 

 

Visitors to the collections will be able to identify objects included in the 

tour through special labels with QR codes that provide access to short 

films in which the object is discussed by specialist scholars Professor Ben 

Quash (a Christian theologian) and Dr Jennifer Sliwka (an art historian), 

both of King’s College London. The films recount the main events from 

each figure’s life and consider how these have been represented by art-

http://www.smb.museum/unlocking
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ists from different traditions over time. The films explain key art historical 

and religious terms and identify important theological debates as well as 

critical social, economic or political events that played a role in shaping 

visual interpretations of these sacred stories.  

 

The two films in the second series, ‘Interfaith Discussions’, each take a 

single artwork from the collection of the Bode-Museum as a starting point 

for a conversation between members of the three main Abrahamic reli-

gions (Judaism, Christianity and Islam). Together, Professor Ben Quash, 

Professor Dr. Mira Sievers, Junior Professor of Islamic Theology at the 

Humboldt University of Berlin and Rabbi Gesa Shira Ederberg, Rabbi for 

the Jewish Community of Berlin, discuss the figures of Abraham and Eve 

from the point of view of their respective traditions. The films will be made 

available via QR code on the labels to the objects in situ as well as online 

for a global audience here: www.smb.museum/unlocking 

 

The discussions are held in English and include fully translated subtitles in 

both German and Turkish for greater accessibility. 

 

The Visual Commentary on Scripture is a freely accessible online publica-

tion that provides theological commentary on the Bible in dialogue with 

works of art. It helps its users to (re)discover the Bible in new ways 

through the illuminating interaction of artworks, scriptural texts, and com-

missioned commentaries: www.thevcs.org 

 

To celebrate this partnership, the Bode-Museum is hosting a public 

round table and a series of events on Thursday, 20 April 2023 at 6 pm, 

to demonstrate how these rich collections have formed the basis for inter-

faith discussions and how art historians and theologians are working to-

gether to unlock new insights into historic art collections. The evening 

marks the launch of these ongoing projects and attendees will have the 

opportunity to follow new thematic tours through the collection accessed 

via QR code in situ and for a global audience online. 

 

Speakers: 

 

Rabbi Gesa Shira Ederberg 

Rabbi of the Oranienburger Straße Synagogue, Berlin 

 

Prof. Dr. Mira Sievers 

Junior Professor of Islamic Theology, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 

 

Prof. Dr. Ben Quash 

Director of the “Centre for Arts and the Sacred” at King's College London 

 

Dr. Jennifer Sliwka 

Lecturer in “Christianity & the Arts” at King's College London 

http://www.smb.museum/unlocking
https://thevcs.org/

