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EXHIBITION TEXT

Over decades of artistic production, Gerhard Richter has repeatedly ex-
plored the possibilities and limits of painting. His work constantly alter-
nates between figuration and abstraction.

From the very beginning, Richter was concerned with the question of
whether or not art was still possible after the Holocaust and the terror re-
gime of National Socialism. Photo editions in the exhibition recall Richter's
early, significant works on this subject. He found a multi-layered and glob-
ally acclaimed artistic response in 2014 with the painting cycle "Birkenau."
The four paintings are the central work of this presentation. The starting
point is photographs from the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp.
Richter transferred the motifs with charcoal onto four canvases and then
decided to paint over them abstractly. With each layer of paint, the painted
copies of the photographs disappeared a little more until finally they were
no longer visible to the viewer. The “Birkenau” series is juxtaposed with a
four-part grey mirror, which actively involves us, the viewers, in the work
and invites us to reflect.

The exhibition also presents artworks from various creative phases.
Above all, Richter's colour-intensive, abstract pictures, such as the series
“Aladdin” (2010), are on display. The monumental paintings “4900 Col-
ours” (2007) and “Strip” (2013/2016) are also shown here. In the case of
the latter, 2 x 10 metre work, Richter prepared it with the support of an
image-generating computer programme. Two other groups of works cre-
ated in recent years include the significant series “Overpainted Photo-
graphs” and the luminous colour sketches.

The presentation was developed in close collaboration with the artist. In
the future, interventions by artists from in various fields will present Ger-
hard Richter’s art in ever-new contexts.

All works are loans of the Gerhard Richter Art Foundation

Taking photographs is solely permitted for the current press coverage of the exhibition/event.
For any further use of photos you are required to clarify issues of copyright and usage rights

independently in advance. You are responsible for obtaining further rights (e.g. copyrights for
works of art portrayed, personal rights etc.).
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