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BIOGRAPHY

Gerhard Richter was born on 9 February 1932 in Dresden. Between 1949
and 1950 he worked as a sign and stage painter, and in 1951 he was ac-
cepted at the Hochschule fiir Bildende Kiinste (Academy of Fine Arts) in
Dresden. In 1956 he completed his studies in mural painting. In 1961,
Richter moved from the GDR to the Federal Republic of Germany, where
he began a second course of study at the Staatliche Kunstakademie Duis-
seldorf (Dusseldorf Art Academy). There he began his artistic work on the
threshold between painting and photography. Beginning in 1963, he made
paintings based on illustrations and private photo albums, the motifs of
which he slightly blurred.

From 1971 to 1994 Richter taught painting at the Dusseldorf Art Academy.
At the same time he expanded his own spectrum of painting. Various
groups of works — paintings, colour panels, landscapes, monochrome
grey pictures, objects, mirror and glass — emerged in rapid succession.
For his intensely coloured abstract paintings, which he has made since
1976 and which form the most extensive group in his oeuvre, he has used
home-made squeegees in addition to paintbrushes since the early 1980s.
With these tools he creates completely independent compositions shaped
by chance. In between, Richter repeatedly painted smaller groups of real-
istic landscapes, still lifes, portraits and also history paintings, such as the
cycle “18. Oktober 1977” (1988), in which he addressed the death of the
RAF terrorists Andreas Baader and Gudrun Ensslin. In the “Overpainted
Photographs”, which he has been making since 1986, the artist combines
painting and photography in another unique way.

In 1998 Richter was commissioned to design the foyer of the Reichstag
building, for which he created the “Black, Red, Gold”, consisting of six
large-format enamelled glass panels. In 2007, Richter’s south transept
window in the Cologne Cathedral is finished. At the same time, he created
the monumental painting “4900 Colours”. From then on Richter focused
more on glass, though he had already begun to use it in 1967. He also
began to work with digital images. It was not until 2014 that Richter re-
turned to painting. He painted the cycle “Birkenau”, in which he revisited
his decades-long preoccupation with the Holocaust.

In 2019 the artist founded the Gerhard Richter Art Foundation. In 2021 the
foundation gave the Nationalgalerie one hundred works, including the
“Birkenau” cycle, as a long-term permanent loan.

Gerhard Richter lives and works in Cologne.
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