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ROOM TEXTS 

 

 
 
 
An imaginary Encounter between two Collections  
 
In 1874 Caillebotte inherited a fortune, which enabled him not only to focus e n-
tirely on his artistic work and to finance and organize the Impressionists' exhibi-
tions, but also to support the group's members in every conceivable way. Thus he 
paid Claude Monet's rent at times, and repeatedly lent money to both Monet and 
Pierre-Auguste Renoir. His numerous purchases of artworks in particular were a 
welcome help for those painters who were struggling for their artistic brea k-
through. At his death in 1894 Caillebotte's collection contained works by the cen-
tral Impressionist artists, including several major paintings.  
While the debate about the acceptance and presentation of Caillebotte's bequest 
was still reverberating throughout the art scene in Paris, Hugo von  Tschudi, the 
director of Berlin's Nationalgalerie, began in 1896 to build a collection of French 
Impressionists. This included all those artists who belonged to the canon as a 
result of Caillebotte's legacy: Manet, Pissarro, Degas, Monet, Renoir, and 
Cezanne. Through the central figure of Caillebotte, the connection between these 
two collections and the professional and amiable network of the Impressionists 
can be demonstrated. 
 
 
Construction and Impression  
 
A fascination with the urban lifestyle was characteristic of Impressionist painting 
in the early years. The boulevards, urban canyons, train stations, and lively 
squares of Paris, rebuilt by Baron Haussmann, became popular motifs. Caillebotte 
developed a special interest in the representation of rational architecture and 
frequently focused on modern engineered structures with their steel framework, 
as in the painting Pont de l'Europe. The creative means he used, such as bold 
perspectives, constructed pictorial spaces, and the striking immediacy achieved 
through strong overlaps at the edge of the picture, find their most striking ex-
pression in Paris Street; Rainy Day.  
With his early urban motifs, Caillebotte could be described as a constructive I m-
pressionist. Although he did not, like the other Impressionists, emphasize a pure-
ly painterly and coloristic appearance, the choice of themes and composition 
make his paintings appear extremely modern. In Caillebotte's painting, the co n-
cept of Impressionism was thus extended. The sequence of drawings, oil studies, 
and paintings presented here renders Caillebotte's working method comprehe n-
sible and exemplifies his method of appropriating reality.  
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Caillebotte's will of November 3, 1876, is a fundamental affirmation of the still 

new art movement of Impressionism. Two days after the shockingly early death of 

his younger brother Rene, the 28-year-old Caillebotte recorded his testament. 

Only two years after the 1st Impressionist exhibition, Caillebotte bequeathed his 

collection to the French State. The art patron's visionary legacy, which was to 

have a lasting effect after his early death in 1894, led to the establishment of 

Impressionism in a museum context.  

As executor of the will, Pierre-Auguste Renoir informed authorities of Cai l-

lebotte's collection of approximately 60 works, whereupon the gift was accepted 

-though not the conditions attached to it by Caillebotte. It was not until the be-

ginning of 1897 that part of the collection entered the Musee du Luxembourg. 

The debate in Paris about this first inclusion in a state collection of art from ou t-

side the Academy had a counterpart in Berlin. From 1896 onward, against oppos i-

tion from conservative circles, Hugo von Tschudi acquired French modernist 

paintings for the Nationalgalerie, thus furthering the establishment of Impres-

sionism. 
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