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INVITATION TO THE PRESS CONFERENCE  

Museumsinsel Berlin, Alte Nationalgalerie 

Bodestr. 1-3, 10178 Berlin-Mitte 

Tue – Sun 10:00–18:00, Thurs 10:00–20:00 

 

At the beach with the monk 

Caspar David Friedrich goes virtual reality 

5 April 2019 – 30 June 2019 

An exhibition by the Nationalgalerie – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

Press preview: Thursday, 4 April 2019, 11 am 

 

We are happy to invite you to the press preview of the exhibition „At the 

beach with the monk. Caspar David Friedrich goes virtual reality“ at Alte 

Nationalgalerie on Thursday, April 4, 2019, 11 am. 

 

Standing in front of a painting that opens up like a window onto another 

world, who wouldn’t imagine what it would be like to really step inside the 

world of the picture? After an intensive development process, the Alte  

Nationalgalerie’s new app allows visitors to get up close and personal with 

one of the key works of the collection and its history in a totally new way. 

 

The Monk by the Sea is not just one of Caspar David Friedrich’s best 

known paintings and an international icon of German Romantic painting, 

but as a result of comprehensive restoration work carried out between 

2013 and 2016, it is also a work about which we know a great deal in 

terms of the techniques of its production. Along with the immersive expe-

rience of standing by the sea just like the monk in the painting – and even 

having the chance to meet him – users of the app are able to follow and 

explore the stages of the production of the painting that are no longer visi-

ble in the original. 

 

In this way, VR allows visitors to immerse themselves in the painting in 

two senses: firstly by entering the space of the picture to explore the 

question of how the lonely figure felt in the face of the forces of nature; 

and secondly, by entering into the various layers of the construction of the 

picture, in order to retrace the progression of Caspar David Friedrich’s 

painting process. 

 

In attendance: 

Christina Haak 

Deputy Director-General Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

Udo Kittelmann 

Director of the Nationalgalerie – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

Ralph Gleis 

Head of Alte Nationalgalerie – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

 

To attend the press preview, please send us an email by Wednesday,  

April 3, 2019: presse@smb.spk-berlin.de. 
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