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PRESS RELEASE  

Staatliche Museen zu Berlin  

Generaldirektion, Stauffenbergstr. 41, 10785 Berlin 

 

Highlights of the Exhibitions Program 2019 

(Updated: 26 August 2019, details subject to change) 

“2019 will be a pivotal year for the Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, and an 

extremely diverse one”, says Director-General Michael Eissenhauer. “With 

the James-Simon-Galerie, the Museumsinsel Berlin will receive its central 

entry and visitor service building, representing a major step towards the 

completion of the Museumsinsel’s master plan. Directly across from this 

building, on the other side of Kupfergraben, we are opening Haus Bastian, 

a centre for education and outreach, and from late 2019, the Humboldt 

Forum will open its doors to welcome its first visitors.  

2019 also sees us celebrate not one, but multiple anniversaries: in addi-

tion to the centenary of the founding of the Bauhaus, which we’ll be mark-

ing with exhibitions at the Kunstbibliothek and the Museum für Fotografie, 

the Museum Europäischer Kulturen is celebrating 20 years at its location 

in Dahlem. And then there’s the 10-year anniversary of the refurbishment 

of the Neues Museum and the bicentenary of the Gipsformerei, which we 

are honouring with the special exhibition Lifecasts. 

As Director of the Gemäldegalerie, I am of course personally particularly 

excited about the major show Mantegna and Bellini, which was prepared 

and executed in close collaboration with the National Gallery London and 

the British Museum. The exhibition is already running in London to great 

success, and will open in Berlin on 1 March 2019. Thanks to the already 

published exhibition catalogue, you can get attuned to this exhibition high-

light now.” 

Museuminsel Berlin, Pergamonmuseum 

The Cultural Landscape of Syria 

Conserving and Archiving in Times of War 

28 February – 26 May 2019 

A special exhibition of the Syrian Heritage Archive Project, a cooperation 

project of the German Archaeological Institute and the Museum für Isla-

mische Kunst – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

Syria has always attracted travellers looking to explore and document its 

rich cultural landscape: today, their photos, maps and reports are provid-

ing an invaluable foundation for the reconstruction of this war-ravaged 

country. The Syrian Heritage Archive Project has gathered these re-

sources together and made them available in the form of a digital archive. 

This exhibition considers the possible applications of this digital archive 

and makes its contents accessible to the public. The exhibition design 

adopts the aesthetics of digital media and invites visitors on an explorato-

ry journey through Syria, with photos, films, objects and interactive 

screens. 
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Kulturforum, Gemäldegalerie 

Mantegna and Bellini. Masters of the Renaissance 

1 March – 30 June 2019 

A special exhibition of the Staatliche Museen zu Berlin and the National 

Gallery, London 

This will be the first full-scale exhibition to jointly present the work of two 

of the greatest Renaissance artists, who also happened to be brothers-in-

law: Andrea Mantegna (c. 1431–1506) and Giovanni Bellini (c. 1435–

1516). In 1452/3 the ambitious painter and printmaker Mantegna, who 

was active in Padua, married into the Bellini family, who were among the 

leading painters in nearby Venice. Mantegna’s brilliant compositional in-

novations and his deep interest in classical antiquity made a major impact 

on his youngest and most talented brother-in-law, Giovanni Bellini. In 

time, Bellini’s very different pictorial style also had a deep effect on Man-

tegna’s work. Mantegna and Bellini did not work in close proximity for 

long: In 1460 Mantegna moved to Mantua. He remained Court Painter to 

the ruling Gonzaga family until his death in 1506, and Bellini, who died ten 

years later, spent his whole career in Republican Venice. They were ac-

tive in very different environments, and their artistic styles developed in 

sometimes very different ways. Yet their work, for the rest of their long 

lives, provides evidence of their continuing creative artistic exchange. 

Featuring around 100 works, this is the first major exhibition to compare 

and contrast the work of these masters of the Italian Renaissance. 

 

Hamburger Bahnhof – Museum für Gegenwart – Berlin 

Jack Whitten. Jack’s Jacks 

29 March – 1 September 2019 

A special exhibition of the Nationalgalerie – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

The Hamburger Bahnhof – Museum für Gegenwart – Berlin will present 

the first institutional solo exhibition in Europe of works by American artist 

Jack Whitten (1939-2018). The presentation, conceived in close collabo-

ration with the artist, reveals how Whitten consistently redefined the 

boundaries of abstract painting over a period of six decades. Proceeding 

from his gestural paintings created under the influence of Abstract Ex-

pressionism, the exhibition traces the development of Whitten’s art from 

his slab paintings of the 1970s to his later experiments with structure and 

materiality that culminated in his own distinctive mosaic style. To illumi-

nate the contemporary context of the works, the exhibition focuses on 

paintings dealing with historical events and prominent personalities such 

as Martin Luther King, Barack Obama, Andy Warhol, John Coltrane and 

Prince. 

 

Kulturforum, Kupferstichkabinett 

In the Best of Company. Selected Acquisitions 2009 – 2019 

April – July 2019 

A special exhibition of the Kupferstichkabinett – Staatliche Museen zu 

Berlin 

In the Best of Company puts a selection of the most significant acquisi-

tions made by the Kupferstichkabinett over the last 10 years on show. The 

works date from the Late Middle Ages to the present, by artists ranging 

from Hans Holbein the Elder to Max Slevogt, Yves Tanguy, Brice Marden 

and Katharina Grosse. In addition to purchases made by the museum, 
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there are also gifts, bequests, and a number of works that were restituted 

and then re-acquisitioned. Many significant purchases were only made 

possible by the financial support of external patrons. The exhibition aims 

to highlight not only recent individual acquisitions and the circumstances 

in which they were acquired, but also important players such as the Gra-

phische Gesellschaft zu Berlin (Society of Graphic Arts). In addition, the 

exhibition includes works from the museum’s collection that constitute 

points of reference for the new arrivals, those with which they are in dia-

logue, and with which they now find themselves in the best of company. 

 

Hamburger Bahnhof – Museum für Gegenwart – Berlin 

Flying Pictures. Flying Steps & Osgemeos interpret Mussorgsky’s 

“Pictures at an Exhibition” 

5 April – 2 June 2019 

A special project of the Nationalgalerie – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin in 

cooperation with Flying Steps 

How would pictures sound if they were music? What would they look like if 

dancers brought them to life? And what happens when contemporary art-

ists inspire one another across boundaries of genre and fuse their various 

forms of art? Following successful productions of Flying Bach and Flying 

Illusion, Berlin-based dance company Flying Steps invite you to view their 

new work, whose premiere will be celebrated in their home city. In a re-

newed collaboration with the Nationalgalerie – the group has performed at 

the Neue Nationalgalerie in 2010 at Udo Kittelmann’s invitation ‒ their 

new production Flying Pictures will debut at Hamburger Bahnhof – Muse-

um für Gegenwart – Berlin in April 2019. Staged by the Flying Steps and 

the Brazilian artist duo Osgemeos Flying Pictures combines elements of 

art, music and dance performance. 

 

Museumsinsel, Alte Nationalgalerie 

At the Beach with the Monk 

Caspar David Friedrich goes Virtual Reality 

5 April – 30 June 2019 

A special exhibition of the Nationalgalerie – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

Standing in front of a painting that opens up like a window onto another 

world, who wouldn’t imagine what it would be like to really step inside the 

world of the picture? The Alte Nationalgalerie’s new app allows visitors to 

get up close and personal with one of the key works of the collection and 

its history in a totally new way. The “Monk by the Sea” is not just one of 

Caspar David Friedrich’s best known paintings and an international icon of 

German Romantic painting, but as a result of comprehensive restoration 

work carried out between 2013 and 2016, it is also a work about which we 

know a great deal in terms of the techniques of its production. Along with 

the immersive experience of standing by the sea just like the monk in the 

painting – and even having the chance to meet him – users of the app are 

able to follow and explore the stages of the production of the painting that 

are no longer visible in the original. In this way, VR allows visitors to im-

merse themselves in the painting in two senses: firstly by entering the 

space of the picture to explore the question of how the lonely figure felt in 

the face of the forces of nature; and secondly, by entering into the various 

layers of the construction of the picture, in order to retrace the progression 

of Caspar David Friedrich’s painting process. 
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Museum für Fotografie 

Bauhaus and Photography. New Vision in Contemporary Art 

11 April – 25 August 2019 

A special exhibition of the Kunstbibliothek – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

in cooperation with the NRW-Forum Düsseldorf and the Kunsthalle Darm-

stadt, funded by the Bauhaus heute Fund of the German Federal Cultural 

Foundation, the NRW-Forum Düsseldorf, the Hessen State Ministry for 

Higher Education, Research and the Arts and the Darmstadt University of 

Applied Sciences 

To mark the centenary of the founding of the Bauhaus, this exhibition 

establishes a dialogue between avant-garde photography from around 

1930 and contemporary art. The historical reference point is provided by a 

reconstruction of László Moholy-Nagy’s 1929 presentation on the history 

of photography, which was conceived for the Deutscher Werkbund’s in-

ternational Film and Foto exhibition, which ended in Berlin with a show-

case of the artist’s own works. In addition, around 200 works by artists 

such as Florence Henri, Erich Consemüller, Thomas Ruff, Dominique 

Teufen, Vivianne Sassen, Kris Scholz, Taiyo Onorato & Nico Krebs, Antje 

Hanebeck and Douglas Gordon will be on display. 

 

Hamburger Bahnhof – Museum für Gegenwart – Berlin 

A German Legend. Emil Nolde and the Nazi Regime 

12 April – 15 September 2019 

A special exhibition of the Nationalgalerie – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin in 

cooperation with the Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 

Emil Nolde (1867-1956) is one of the most important and well-known 

German Modernist artists. The most prominent victim of the Nazi’s art and 

cultural policy, Nolde celebrated numerous triumphs in the German art 

world after 1945, not least with his renowned ‘unpainted pictures’. But in-

siders knew early on of his sympathy for Hitler and the National Socialist 

regime. In cooperation with the Nolde Stiftung Seebüll, the Nationalgalerie 

presents the first comprehensive exhibition on this topic, with over 100 

works, some of which have never been shown before. 

 

Kulturforum, Kunstbibliothek 

Transitzones. Henning Wagenbreth at the Kunstbibliothek 

17 April – 28 July 2019 

A special exhibition of the Kunstbibliothek – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

What is the relevance of former template collections in times of electronic 

flood of images for contemporary design? Berlin-based graphic designer 

and illustrator Henning Wagenbreth (b. 1962) is known internationally for 

his distinctive graphic style. Using clear lines and strong colours, he packs 

his narratives with images that are both imaginative and clearly defined. 

For the exhibition Wagenbreth has selected 40 favorite images and 

sources of inspiration from the rich holdings of the Kunstbibliothek, which 

he brings together with around 80 of his own works. The result offers a 

fresh perspective on many levels: Wagenbreth’s illustrations are amplified 

associatively and semantically, while the objects from the Kunstbibliothek 

reveal and reiterate their current relevance. 

 

 

 



 

 
Photographs may only be taken as part of the media coverage for the current exhibition/ 
event. If you take photographs for any other purpose, it is your responsibility to establish 
beforehand any issues relating to copyright and terms of use. You are also responsible for 
obtaining permission for any additional usage rights (e.g. copyright for images of artworks, 
rights of personality, and so forth). Page 5/12 

GENERALDIREKTION 

PRESSE – KOMMUNIKATION – SPONSORING 

 

Stauffenbergstraße 41 

10785 Berlin 

 

 

MECHTILD KRONENBERG 

HEAD OF PRESS, COMMUNICATION, 

SPONSORSHIP 

 

MARKUS FARR 

PRESS OFFICER 

 

Tel: +49 30 266 42 3402 

Mobile: +49 151 527 53 886 

 

presse@smb.spk-berlin.de 

www.smb.museum/en/press 

 

Museumsinsel Berlin, Neues Museum 

Cinderella, Sindbad & Sinuhe. Arabic-German storytelling traditions 

18 April – 18 August 2019 

A special exhibition of the Ägyptisches Museum und Papyrussammlung – 

Staatliche Museen zu Berlin in cooperation with the Arab-German Young 

Academy of Sciences and Humanities (AGYA) 

In an age in which social debates are increasingly characterized by exclu-

sion, it is more important than ever to focus on the diverse, historical 

common ground of different cultures, and to make these accessible to an 

international audience. For the first time in Germany, the exhibition looks 

into the mutual influences and shared ideas of Arabic and German story-

telling traditions. It presents the first written traditions of stories and fairy 

tales, the earliest known examples of which began in Ancient Egypt and 

Mesopotamia. It investigates how they were adapted and interpreted 

through time and space, and points out the shared elements in these sto-

rytelling traditions. 

 

Hamburger Bahnhof – Museum für Gegenwart – Berlin 

Andreas Mühe. Mischpoche 

26 April – 16 August 2019 

A special exhibition of the Nationalgalerie – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

Andreas Mühe (b. 1979 in Chemnitz) became internationally known 

through his examination of the German past and identity. His photo-

graphs, produced entirely with analogue technology, are often marked by 

ambivalence; an almost gloomy overtone, which points to the no longer 

visible but still perceptible consequences of German historiography. The 

carefully composed images suggest a certain kinship to theatre and stag-

ing. The proximity to acting, theatre and film can be inferred in part from 

his personal biography: His father was the well-known actor Ulrich Mühe; 

his mother is the renowned theatre director Annegret Hahn. These two 

personalities, along with other relatives, represent the protagonists in his 

new series of works conceived for an exhibition at Hamburger Bahnhof – 

Museum für Gegenwart – Berlin. In two large-scale photographic family 

portraits Mühe brings together living and no longer living members of his 

family. Working from photographs, he used a complex and laborious pro-

duction process to have deceased family members replicated as strikingly 

lifelike sculptures. 

 

Schloss Köpenick, Kunstgewerbemuseum 

The Prussian Apollo. Prince Louis Ferdinand (1772–1806) 

10 May – 6 October 2019 

A special exhibition of the Kunstgewerbemuseum – Staatliche Museen zu 

Berlin 

Prince Louis Ferdinand von Preussen (1772–1806), the grandson of the 

“Soldier King” Friedrich Wilhelm I and the nephew of Friedrich the Great, 

was an astute connoisseur of the arts and an ambitious warrior, devil-

may-care bon vivant and lionised lover – the Prince was one of the most 

scintillating personalities of his time, a true “star” on the social stage. As 

one of the leading figures of the “Berlin War Party”, Louis Ferdinand ac-

tively fought against King Friedrich Wilhelm III’s policy of neutrality to-

wards Napoleon. He liked to be seen frequenting the saloons of Berlin 

and was in contact with many of the major intellectual and artistic figures 
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of his time. On top of this, Louis Ferdinand was a celebrated pianist and 

gifted composer, and his friendship with Ludwig van Beethoven is well-

known. Beethoven even dedicated his Piano Concerto No. 3 to the Prince. 

Though the published musical oeuvre of the prince from the House of Ho-

henzollern comprises a mere 13 works, they were widely disseminated 

and significantly influenced later composers such as Robert Schumann. 

The exhibition places particular focus on the Prince’s musical production, 

set against the backdrop of important phases in his turbulent life during a 

time of radical historical upheaval.  

 

Museumsinsel Berlin, Alte Nationalgalerie 

Gustave Caillebotte. Painter and Patron of Impressionism 

17 May – 15 September 2019 

A special exhibition of the Nationalgalerie – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

With Gustave Caillebotte’s (1848-1894) painting Paris Street; Rainy Day, 

an Impressionist icon is coming to the Alte Nationalgalerie. Caillebotte’s 

painting is one of the showpieces of the Art Institute of Chicago, and the 

painter’s most important work. Due to its imposing size, it has rarely trav-

elled to Europe, and hasn’t visited Europe at all since its comprehensive 

restoration in 2013. This pioneering work, with its life-sized figures and 

unconventional perspective, was first presented at the Impressionists’ 

third exhibition. It is indicative of their new way of seeing, and of Cail-

lebotte’s interest in the new urban spaces in Paris created by Georges-

Eugène Hausmann. This focused exhibition also looks into Caillebotte’s 

patronage. As a collector and sponsor, Caillebotte was involved in financ-

ing and organising the Impressionists’ first exhibitions. Caillebotte’s efforts 

to promote the presence of Impressionism in public collections display 

striking parallels with Hugo von Tschudi, who did just that through his ac-

quisitions policy at the Alte Nationalgalerie. 

 

Kulturforum, Exhibition hall  

Tracking Talents 

7 June – 4 August 2019 

A special exhibition of the weißensee academy of art berlin in collabora-

tion with Trier University of Applied Sciences, ESAA Duperré Paris, Es-

mod Paris, the Apolda European Design Award, Stadt Apolda, Thuringia, 

and the Kunstgewerbemuseum – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, funded by 

the German Federal Cultural Foundation 

This exhibition takes a look at fashion as a design process, and provides 

insights into the various steps that make up that process. From the origi-

nal concept to the fabrication, the tussle with materials and textile tech-

niques, right through to the presentation on the runway or in photo shoots. 

Inspired by the social utopia of the Bauhaus, the participating designers 

take on the task of responding to social developments with their work. To 

do so, they look to the tradition of the Bauhaus for ground-breaking im-

pulses, to advance thinking about fashion design, investing their individual 

talent in the elaboration of a collective, sustainable and forward-looking 

concept of fashion. The opening of the exhibition will follow a six-month 

working process, in which the designs will be implemented in collaboration 

with traditional textile-manufacturing companies in Apolda, Thuringia. In 

this context, the relationship between traditional techniques and innova-

tive technologies in the field of textiles will be actively investigated.   
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Museumsinsel Berlin, Altes Museum 

Impressive Figures. Greek Portraits from Antiquity 

19 June 2019 – 2 February 2020 

A special exhibition of the Antikensammlung – Staatliche Museen zu 

Berlin in cooperation with the Glyptothek Munich, the Antikensammlungen 

München and the Liebieghaus Frankfurt am Main 

The creation of portraits as likenesses of specific, real people is one of the 

key achievements of Greek art, and one that continues to have an impact 

to this day. This exhibition at the Alte Museum illustrates the development 

of Greek portraiture as the positioning of identity between ideal and indi-

viduality. The exhibition is centred around major loans of 20 portraits of 

historically significant personalities such as Socrates, Sappho and Alex-

ander the Great, in marble, bronze and on a unique decorative vase, as 

well as recasts of the famous bronze warrior statues from Riace. In addi-

tion, there are around 34 objects from the museum’s own holdings, many 

of which will go on show for the first time in years. 

 

Hamburger Bahnhof – Museum für Gegenwart – Berlin 

Preis der Nationalgalerie 2019  

16 August 2019 – 12 January 2020 

A special exhibition of the Nationalgalerie – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

In autumn 2019 the Preis der Nationalgalerie will be awarded for the tenth 

time. Every two years, four artists – under the age of 40, who live and 

work in Germany – are nominated and their works are presented in a 

shortlist exhibition. The Preis der Nationalgalerie supports important 

young positions in contemporary art that reflect the internationality and 

vibrancy of the art scene in Germany. These artists have already achie-

ved some recognition through their use of new artistic approaches. In 

2013 the award changed from a financial prize to a curated solo exhibition 

that takes place the following year at one of the Nationalgalerie’s locations 

and is accompanied by a publication. From among the 70 nominations, 

the international jury has chosen the artists, Pauline Curnier Jardin, Simon 

Fujiwara, Flaka Haliti, and Katja Novitskova. 

 

Kulturforum, Kunstgewerbemuseum 

Connecting Afro Futures. Fashion – Hair – Design 

24 August – 1 December 2019 

A special exhibition of the Kunstgewerbemuseum – Staatliche Museen zu 

Berlin, funded by the TURN fund of the German Federal Cultural Founda-

tion 

Fashion is a system with rules that are wholly its own and yet it sets the 

pace of social change. An innovative generation of African fashion de-

signers are currently re-thinking contemporary ‘African’ fashion and are 

setting up new design hubs all over Africa. It is not just about aesthetics, it 

is also a cultural and political engagement with a decidedly decolonial 

conception of self. Like fashion, hair and ‘African’ bodies were a central 

site of the colonial exercise of power: they were disciplined, regimented, 

and submitted to ‘white’ beauty ideals. The Kunstgewerbemuseum has 

begun an experimental project: we’re inviting a number of individuals from 

Africa and the African diaspora to engage with our collection, to substan-

tially broaden the perspective of the dominant discourse by contributing 

an external viewpoint. In the second phase of the project, the newly-



 

 
Photographs may only be taken as part of the media coverage for the current exhibition/ 
event. If you take photographs for any other purpose, it is your responsibility to establish 
beforehand any issues relating to copyright and terms of use. You are also responsible for 
obtaining permission for any additional usage rights (e.g. copyright for images of artworks, 
rights of personality, and so forth). Page 8/12 

GENERALDIREKTION 

PRESSE – KOMMUNIKATION – SPONSORING 

 

Stauffenbergstraße 41 

10785 Berlin 

 

 

MECHTILD KRONENBERG 

HEAD OF PRESS, COMMUNICATION, 

SPONSORSHIP 

 

MARKUS FARR 

PRESS OFFICER 

 

Tel: +49 30 266 42 3402 

Mobile: +49 151 527 53 886 

 

presse@smb.spk-berlin.de 

www.smb.museum/en/press 

 

created productions will be presented and discussed in their creators’ re-

spective home cities of Kampala, Dakar and Cotonou, and additional local 

figures will also be involved. In the third phase of the project, the results of 

this dynamic exchange will be re-presented in the Kunstgewerbemuseum 

and will enter into a decolonised dialogue with its collection through artis-

tic interventions, pop-up exhibitions, fashion parades, workshops and 

round-tables. 

 

Kulturforum, Kunstbibliothek, 

László Moholy-Nagy and New Typography 

A Reconstruction of a Berlin Exhibition from 1929 

29 August – 15 September 2019 

A special exhibition of the Kunstbibliothek – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

To mark the centenary of the founding of the Bauhaus, as part of Berlin 

Bauhaus Week the historical exhibition by the Hungarian artist Laszlo 

Moholy-Nagy (1895-1946), Wohin geht die typographische Entwicklung? 

(Where is Typography Headed?), will be presented to the public a second 

time, 90 years after it was first presented by the Staatliche Kunstbibliothek 

in 1929. For his exhibition, the former Bauhaus master had 78 posters 

printed with texts and images about the future of typography, which he 

then gifted to the Kunstbibliothek. By showing these, one of Moholy-

Nagy’s most innovative creative phases between his time at the Bauhaus 

Dessau and the New Bauhaus Chicago will thus be illuminated in detail 

for the first time. 

 

Museumsinsel Berlin, James-Simon-Galerie 

Lifecasts. Life – Cast – Art 

30 August 2019 – 1 March 2020 

A special exhibition of the Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

To mark its 200th anniversary, the Berliner Gipsformerei will present the 

first comprehensive showing of its collection. This will be the first exhibi-

tion to be held in the James-Simon-Galerie’s new exhibition space, set to 

open in summer 2019. As the largest active institution of its kind in the 

world, the Gipsformerei possesses a comprehensive collection of several 

thousand forms and models based on works from all epochs and all the 

world’s cultures. With over 200 exhibition pieces, including works from the 

Staatliche Museen’s other collections as well as international loans, this 

exhibition is dedicated to the theme of making casts ‘after nature’, and 

looks at just how close plaster casting can get to life itself. A ‘plaster trail’ 

in the form of interventions in the permanent exhibitions will make its way 

across the Museumsinsel Berlin, demonstrating the intimate links between 

the Gipsformerei and the Staatliche Museen’s sculpture collections. 

 

Museumsinsel Berlin, Haus Bastian 

Haus Bastian to become the Staatliche Museen zu Berlin’s centre for 

future-oriented education and outreach 

From September 2019 

The Haus Bastian, located on Kupfergraben and built by David Chipper-

field Architects, is set to become the Staatliche Museen’s new centre for 

education and outreach. Thanks to a generous donation from the Bastian 

family, from September 2019, Haus Bastian will open its doors to a whole 

range of people: children and families, young people, adults, school and 
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university students, as well as intercultural and special-needs groups. Lo-

cated right next to the Museumsinsel Berlin, Haus Bastian offers magnifi-

cent spaces for the development and establishment of future-oriented ed-

ucation and outreach programmes. Preparatory and debriefing sessions in 

a range of spatial settings will complement museum visits, facilitating a 

more comprehensive museum experiences and various forms of interdis-

ciplinary learning. A diverse programme of activities will address particular 

themes and issues that form connections between all the collections and 

institutions on the Museumsinsel. The Staatliche Museen zu Berlin is slat-

ed to take over the building in the first quarter of 2019. Minor renovations 

will then be carried out and the building will be configured and furnished to 

accommodate its new function. The so-called Think Tank is located on the 

highly-visible ground floor. In conjunction with its users, themes and is-

sues will be hashed out here that establish links between the various col-

lections, between history and the present, and between the institution and 

the public. 

 

Museumsstandort Dahlem, Museum Europäischer Kulturen 

comiXconnection 

13 September 2019 – 29 March 2020 

A special exhibition of the Museum Europäischer Kulturen – Staatliche 

Museen zu Berlin 

This exhibition takes a look at the contemporary independent comic scene 

in Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Hungary and Roma-

nia. The project looks into the scenes of the neighbouring countries and 

draws connections between them. It has been touring these regions since 

2013; the 20th and final stop in the MEK in Berlin will offer a look behind 

the scenes of the project for the first time. comiXconnection gives visitors 

an understanding of the largely unknown comics scene of South-eastern 

Europe, whilst also demonstrating the different possible uses of comics as 

a medium. 

 

Kulturforum, Kupferstichkabinett 

Menzel. Paintings on Paper 

20 September 2019 – Early January 2020 

A special exhibition of the Kupferstichkabinett – Staatliche Museen zu 

Berlin 

Adolph Menzel (1815-1905) was the eye of the nineteenth century. In au-

tumn 2019, the Berlin Kupferstichkabinett will rediscover Menzel’s paint-

ings on paper. For a long time, the cosmos of these intimate, colourful 

works has not been known in its entirety, and has been waiting to be illu-

minated in all of its facets. The impetus for the exhibition was the pur-

chase of one of the artist’s masterpieces, which was long believed lost. In 

spring 2018 the pastel work Die Schlittschuhläufer im Berliner Tiergarten 

(Ice-Skaters in the Berlin Tiergarten, 1855) was acquired by the Kupfer-

stichkabinett with the support of the Federal Government Commissioner 

for Culture and the Media, the Kulturstiftung der Länder (Cultural Founda-

tion of the German Federal States), the Ernst von Siemens Kunststiftung 

and the Rudolf-August Oetker-Stiftung. Around 100 of Menzel’s watercol-

our, pastel and gouache works from the museum’s own collection will be 

on show, complemented by a number of select loans. 
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Museumsstandort Dahlem, Museum Europäischer Kulturen 

Fast Fashion – Slow Fashion  

27 September 2019 – 2 August 2020 

A special exhibition of the Museum für Kunst und Gewerbe Hamburg in 

cooperation with the Museum Europäischer Kulturen – Staatliche Museen 

zu Berlin 

Contemporary fashion consumption is defined by speed. This exhibition 

takes a critical look at the problematic consequences of this behaviour for 

producers and for the environment. But by also looking at the example of 

young creative Berlin fashion labels, new approaches and ideas for a sus-

tainable and environmentally friendly relationship to clothing will be pre-

sented. Fast Fashion – Slow Fashion challenges visitors to question their 

own consumer behaviour.  

 

Museumsinsel Berlin, Alte Nationalgalerie 

Fighting for Visibility 

Women Artists in the Nationalgalerie before 1919 

11 October 2019 – 8 March 2020 

A special exhibition of the Nationalgalerie – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

Exactly 100 years ago, the first women were allowed to participate in 

regular art courses at the Berliner Kunstakademie. While such a late date 

is no cause for celebration, it nonetheless offers the opportunity to con-

sider the works of these women painters and sculptors, who triumphed 

against adversity to break into the art world and succeeded in having their 

works included in the Nationalgalerie’s collection. Among them are Sabine 

Lepsius’s self-conscious self-portrait, Maria Slavona’s impressionistic view 

of the houses of Montmartre, and Caroline Bardua’s spectacular paint-

ings. Even more than the painters, the sculptors encountered opposition 

to their artistic activities. The powerful works of the German-American 

sculptor Elisabeth Ney and the Berlin artists Käthe Kollwitz and Renée 

Sintenis gave the lie to such prejudices. Alongside these well-known 

names, the exhibition also invites visitors to discover lesser known figures, 

some of whom are being shown in the Alte Nationalgalerie for the first 

time. 

 

Museum für Fotografie 

Ludwig Windstosser   

12 October 2019 – 23 February 2020 

A special exhibition of the Kunstbibliothek – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

With around 200 photographs, this exhibition presents the first ever selec-

tion from the estate of Stuttgart photographer Ludwig Windstosser (1921–

1983). With his company portraits Windstosser became one of the leading 

industrial photographers of the post-war period in West Germany, yet he 

remains largely unknown today. Also on show will be urban and rural 

landscape shots, and the works for which Windstosser became known as 

a member of the fotoform and subjektive fotografie groups, which influ-

enced the visual language of post-war avant-garde photography. 

 

Museumsinsel Berlin, Pergamonmuseum 

The Babel-Bible Controversy in Berlin (working title) 

7 November 2019 – 31 January 2020 

A special presentation of the Vorderasiatisches Museum – Staatliche 
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Museen zu Berlin in cooperation with the Institute of Ancient Near Eastern 

Studies at the Freie Universität Berlin 

In 1902 and in the presence of the Kaiser, Professor Friedrich Delitzsch 

gave a lecture that was to have far-reaching consequences. He defended 

the thesis that the Jewish religion and the stories of the Old Testament 

were based on Babylonian models. The impacts of the resulting contro-

versy between theologians and representatives of the then still nascent 

discipline of Ancient Near Eastern Studies are still being felt today. Coin-

ciding with the international conference The Babel-Bible Controversy and 

the Study of Judaism being held in November 2019, the presentation in-

troduces audiences to the figure of Friedrich Delitzsch, and provides the 

first ever overview of the archaeological sources he had at his disposal 

and that served as the basis of his theses. 

 

Museumsinsel Berlin, Pergamonmuseum 

Capturing the Past. Contemporary Iranian Photography 

8 November 2019 – 26 January 2020 

A special exhibition of the Museum für Islamische Kunst – Staatliche 

Museen zu Berlin 

This exhibition presents a critical engagement with the past in order to 

reflect upon current political and social developments and to situate them 

in the present. In their work, Iranian photographers Shadi Ghadirian, Ar-

man Stepanian, Najaf Shokri and Taraneh Hemami grapple with the his-

torical contingency of modern Iranian society from a number of divergent 

perspectives. Insofar as the works evoke the identity-forming function of 

the past in different ways, they also invite us to question the historical con-

tingency of our own social, cultural, and national identities. This exhibition 

presents a selection of some 100 works that enter into in a dialogue with 

historical objects from the Museum für Islamische Kunst’s own collection. 

 

Museumsinsel Berlin, Bode-Museum 

As Bronze as Animals 

Touching Depictions of Animals in the Oeuvre of Heide Dobberkaus 

22 November 2019 – 14 April 2020 

A special exhibition of the Münzkabinett – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin in 

cooperation with the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Medaillenkunst 

For millennia, art has breathed life into dead materials. In the process, 

visions of animals in particular have aroused emotions, represented gods 

and values. The Renaissance celebrated Antiquity and discovered how 

animals had been depicted on artistic medals. The Bergisch-Gladbach 

sculptor and medal-maker Heide Dobberkau (born 1929) has recorded 

her love of animals in her own unique style, where ancient forms meet 

modern ones. Her works are touchingly intimate and life-like in their ap-

pearance, which lends them a particular presence and relevance. The 

Münzkabinett is honouring to mark her 90th birthday. 

 

Museumsinsel Berlin, Bode-Museum 

Taqueté. The Art of Weaving  

From December 2019 

A special presentation of the Skulpturensammlung und Museum für By-

zantinische Kunst and the Museum für Islamische Kunst – Staatliche 

Museen zu Berlin 
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Since the re-opening of the Bode-Museum in 2006, textiles from the Mu-

seum für Byzantinische Kunst’s rich collections have been integrated into 

the permanent exhibition in a series of rotating collection displays. Now for 

the first time, textiles from the Museum’s own collection are being shown 

together with those from the Museum für Islamische Kunst. The works are 

known as taquetés, two-ply woollen fabrics behind which lies a highly-

developed technology dating back to the Roman era. They are created 

using a hand-operated loom, a mechanical device that up until the modern 

era was one of the most complicated human inventions ever. Through 

around 20 textiles, the history of the taqueté will be told from the Roman 

era up until the first century of Muslim rule. 

 

Hamburger Bahnhof – Museum für Gegenwart – Berlin 

Magical Soup. Media artworks in the collection of the National-

galerie, the Friedrich Christian Flick collection at Hamburger 

Bahnhof and selected loans (working title) 

First half of 2020 

A special exhibition of the Nationalgalerie – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

Magical Soup unites media artworks and installations from the Nationalga-

lerie collection with loans. Songs, composers and music styles play a role 

in these works dating from the 1970s to the present. Music and sounds, 

like literature and language, are seemingly immaterial forms meant to oc-

cupy spaces to interweave reality and desire, landscape and body, geog-

raphy and social structures. This common starting point poses the ques-

tion of how action within a social environment defines spaces and bound-

aries. 

 


