
  
 
 

Savings Banks Finance Group and Staatliche Museen zu Berlin Extend 

Partnership for Another Two Years  

Berlin, 5 July 2017 
 

The Staatliche Museen zu Berlin and the Savings Banks Finance Group 

have agreed to prolong their comprehensive collaboration in promoting 

art and culture. For the next two years, the Savings Banks Finance Group 

will continue to be the main sponsor of the Staatliche Museen zu Berlin. 

This cooperation will remain focused on supporting select exhibition 

projects, promoting projects of cultural education, and furthering the 

public presence of the institutions, especially in the digital realm.   

“We are pleased to continue our collaboration with the Staatliche 

Museen zu Berlin. This means that the largest non-state cultural 

sponsor in Germany will sponsor one of the world’s most important 

museum conglomerates for another two years. Together, we have 

implemented many wonderful projects, most recently the exhibition El 

Siglo de Oro: The Age of Velázquez, a big public attraction in 2016, or 

the museum blog “Museum and the City.” The latter contributes to 

making the work of the museum and the individual collections just a bit 

more accessible to the general public,” according to Georg 

Fahrenschon, president of the German Savings Banks Association 

(DSGV). 

Beside Sparkassen-Kulturfonds des Deutschen Sparkassen- und 

Giroverbandes und der Berliner Sparkasse, for the first time this year 

Feuersozietät Berlin Brandenburg has also joined as a partner.  

In future, our clients will profit even more from our collaboration. As of 

January 1, 2018, the clients of all German Sparkassen (Savings Banks) 

and Feuersozietät Berlin Brandenburg will receive a discount of 25 

percent for all tickets to the Staatliche Museen zu Berlin. “We are 
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pleased that Feuersozietät with its almost 300 years of history can once 

again show that it is tied to the city of Berlin like no other insurance 

company, and underscores the link between tradition and modernism 

by promoting art and culture,” in the words of Dr. Frederic Roßbeck, 

chairman of the board of directors, Feuersozietät Berlin Brandenburg.  

“For six years now, the Staatliche Museen zu Berlin has been proud to 

have the Savings Banks Finance Group as its main sponsor at its side. 

During this period, we have been able to launch outstanding projects in 

the realms of exhibitions, education, and outreach and communication. 

We are pleased that we can continue this special partnership over the 

coming two years as well,” according to Michael Eissenhauer, general 

director, Staatliche Museen zu Berlin. 

The new funding period begins with the exhibition China and Egypt: 

Cradles of the World, which will be held from July 6–December 3, 2017 

at Neues Museum. Never before has there been such an encounter 

between ancient Egyptian and ancient Chinese artifacts, showing many 

exciting contrasts, but also surprising overlaps. Despite the great 

spatial distance between the two, both high cultures developed similar 

social structures that familiar still today, because they represent the 

foundations of our own civilization. With exhibitions like this one, the 

Staatliche Museen zu Berlin grants millions of visitors each year an 

opportunity to understand their own culture and other cultures as well, 

providing an outstanding social contribution as institutions of 

education, reflection, and intercultural understanding. 

 

Partnership and Promoted Projects  

This is one of the reasons why the Savings Banks Finance Group, 

Berliner Sparkasse, Sparkassen-Kulturfonds des Deutscher Sparkassen- 

und Giroverbandes, and since 2017 Feuersozietät Berlin Brandenburg 

(previously DekaBank Deutsche Girozentrale until 2016) have 

supported Staatliche Museen zu Berlin since 2011 as main sponsor. 

They work actively and in a sustainable way for the preservation of the 

museum legacy and the shaping of the German capital’s cultural 

landscape.  
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This partnership is based on supporting the Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

in the three realms of exhibitions, education, and public relations. 

Funding highlights in the realm of exhibitions in 2014–2016 included 

the main exhibitions SCHLOSS BAU MEISTER: Andreas Schlüter and 

Baroque Berlin, The Botticelli Renaissance, and El Siglo de Oro: The Age 

of Velázquez. 

Beside the exhibition China and Egypt: Cradles of the World, exhibitions 

funded with the support of the Savings Banks Finance Group will also 

include Wie man mit Vögeln, Bäumen, Fischen, Löwen und Stieren 

spricht… und Kartoffeln (working title) at Hamburger Bahnhof Museum 

für Gegenwart.  

The cooperation with Savings Banks Finance Group offers the Staatliche 

Museen zu Berlin the opportunity to build up a greater public 

presence. Beside an image campaign, the collaboration also involved 

the personalized annual ticket to the Staatliche Museen zu Berlin and 

the museum blog “Museum and the City,” with many exciting reports 

offering a behind-the-scenes a view of museum work.  

The collaboration with students is a focus of the educational work of 

Staatliche Museen zu Berlin. Here, they were also supported by the 

Savings Banks Finance Group. The initiative ABOUT THE MUSEUM seeks 

to make students active users and project developers in the museum as 

an institution. The goal is to build up central spaces of action and 

communication in the museums and to form stable working structures, 

in so doing pursuing the establishment and further development of a 

dynamic network between students, faculty, and the team at the 

Staatliche Museen zu Berlin. 

Cultural Work, Savings Banks Finance Group 

The collaboration of the Savings Banks Finance Group with the 

Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, like the partnership with the Staatliche 

Kunstsammlungen Dresden or our work with documenta, Skulptur 

Projekte Münster, or the German Pavilion at the Venice Biennale, stand 

for the outstanding cultural projects that the Savings Banks Finance 

Group, alongside numerous local projects as well, supports as 

“lighthouses” with national and international radiance. With an annual 

funding of around 130 million Euros annually, the Savings Banks 

Finance Group is the largest non-state cultural sponsor in Germany. 
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The German Savings Banks Association (DSGV) is an association of 
Savings Banks that make up the Savings Banks Finance Group. It 
includes 396 local Savings Banks, seven Landesbanken, DekaBank, nine 
Landesbausparkassen, eleven insurance companies, and numerous 
other financial service providers. 

 
 

 

For more information or if you have any questions, feel free to contact us: 

Stefan Marotzke 
Deutscher Sparkassen- und Giroverband 
Charlottenstr. 47, 10117 Berlin 
Telephone: +49 30 20 22 55 110 
Fax: +49 30 20 22 55 119 
stefan.marotzke@dsgv.de 

Mechtild Kronenberg 
Head of Communications 
kommunikation@smb.spk-berlin.de 
www.smb.museum 
 
Markus Farr 
Presse 
Telephoen: +49 30 266-42 34 02 
Fax: +49 30 266-42 34 09 
presse@smb.spk-berlin.de 
www.smb.museum/presse 

 

 


