
 

Biography Hanne Darboven 
 

 

Hanne Darboven was born on 29 April 1941 in Munich. She studied at the art academy 

Hochschule für bildende Künste in Hamburg with Wilhelm Grimm and Almir Mavignier. Lived in 

New York from 1966–1968, and befriended Sol LeWitt, Carl Andre, Joseph Kosuth and other 

artists and art dealers. Developed constructions and numerical drawings, and staged the first 

exhibitions of her works. From 1968, carried out calculations stemming from calendar data. 

Began integrating texts in 1971, followed by photographs. Spatial installations with added three-

dimensional objects. From 1979, developed scores that implemented numbers in notes.  

Hanne Darboven lived on the south outskirts of Hamburg and died in 2009 in her parents’ 

mansion Am Burgberg in Rönneburg, now headquarters of the Darboven Foundation.  

She was invited several times to the documenta, and in 1982 she represented the Federal 

Republic of Germany at the Venice Biennale.  

Recent retrospectives: 2015, Kunst- und Ausstellungshalle der Bundesrepublik Deutschland, 

Bonn, Zeitgeschichten; Haus der Kunst, München, Aufklärung/Enlightenment; 2017: Sammlung 

Falckenberg – Deichtorhallen Hamburg, Hanne Darboven – Gepackte Zeit (until 3 September 

2017).  


