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BIOGRAPHY ANTONIO CANOVA 
 

- born on Nov. 1, 1757, in Possagno, Treviso 
 

- he was raised by his grandfather Pasino Canova, a stonemason, 
from 1762 

 
- In 1768 he started a two-year apprenticeship in the workshop of 

the sculptur Giuseppe (Bernardi-) Torretti in Venice 
 

- he studied at the Accademia di Belle Arti di Venezia until 1776 
 

- one of his first major commissions was the sculpture group of Or-
pheus and Eurydice, which was commissioned by Giovanni Falier 
for the garden of his villa in Asolo; the sculpture was completed in 
1777 

 
- in 1779 Canova travelled to Napleas and visited among other 

sights the excavation sides of Pompeii and Herculaneum to thent 
ravel to Rome where he wrote his Travel diaries 

 
- in Rome he executed the group of Theseus and the Minotaur (to-

day in the Victoria & Albert Museum, London) for the Venetian 
ambassador in Rome, Girolamo Zulian, in 1781  

 
- the sepulchral monument for pope Clemens XIV in the church 

Santi Apostoli in Rome was finished in 1787  
 

- in 1792 he completed the epitaph for pope Clemens XIII in Saint 
Peter in the Vatican 

 
- in 1794 he started working on Titian’s sepulchral monument in-

tended to be erected in the church Santa Maria dei Frari in Ven-
ice; however, it was however never realized 

 
- he travelled to Vienna in 1797 and also travelled to Berlin and 

Potsdam in the summer of 1798  
 

- between 1803 – 1809 he worked for Napoleon and his family, 
among other large-scale sculptures he made the monumental 
sculpture of Napoleon as Mars and the Venus Victrix, depicting 
Pauline Bonaparte as a classical lying semi-nude  

 
- for Joséphine de Beauharnais he created the sculpture of a danc-

er today kept in Saint Petersburg (hermitage), which will be on 
view in the exhibition  

 
- in 1815 he visited Paris and London and admired the frescos from 

the Parthenon in Athens, which were intended to be bought for 
the British Museum with the help Lord Elgin; Canova was in Lon-
don to inspect them  

 
- he died on Oct. 13, 1822, in Venice  

 


