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Berlin, January 27, 2016 

 

EXHIBITION PREVIEW 

Kulturforum, Kupferstichkabinett 

Matthäikirchplatz, 10785 Berlin 

Tue, Wed, Fri 10 am – 6 pm, Thur 10 am – 8 pm, Sat + Sun 11 am – 6 pm 

 

We're Off Then. Travel Pictures from Albrecht Dürer to Olafur 

Eliasson – A summer exhibition of the Kupferstichkabinett 

March 18 – September 25, 2016 

An exhibition of the Kupferstichkabinett – Staatliche Museen zu Berlin  

 

Everyone is on a journey. Travelling, being on the road, mobility – all have 

been integral themes since the dawn of humanity. In its 2016 summer 

exhibition, Berlin’s Kupferstichkabinett is showing the most beautiful, 

seductive and curious travel pictures from over five centuries. The arc 

spans from gorgeously illustrated books from the Age of Discovery around 

the year 1500, via the art spawned by Humboldt's travels, the enigmatic 

paradises of Paul Gauguin and Nolde's deeply sceptical South Sea 

watercolours, right through to Ed Ruscha's 1960s gas station in middle-of-

nowhere America and Franz Ackermann's “mental maps". 

 

The theme of travel and art on paper are intricately connected – for the 

travel picture is based on mobile media. It is with notations in sketch-

books, drawings, watercolours and oil sketches that artists have swept us 

away to new, foreign worlds. It is precisely in the sanguine and pen-and-

ink drawings, in the enchanting coloration of many sheets and the most 

diverse graphic techniques that the authenticity, mobility and spontaneity 

of travelling art is made directly visible, enabling us to experience its 

impact. 

 

The topic of travel and art on paper are closely connected – for the travel 

picture is based on mobile media. It is with notations in sketchbooks, 

drawings, watercolours and oil sketches that artists have swept us away 

to new, foreign worlds. It is precisely in the sanguine and pen-and-ink 

drawings, in the enchanting coloration of many sheets and the most 

diverse graphic techniques that the authenticity, mobility and spontaneity 

of travel art is made directly visible, enabling us to experience its impact. 

 

The first of the six exhibition sections Mental Maps–The World on Paper 

deals with the pictorial knowledge of the Renaissance, with proximity and 

distance, with travelling with the eye and the medium of paper, with the 

mapped world, with concepts of the present and of globalization. In the 

next section Travel for Travel's Sake–Peregrination and Pilgrimage, we 

accompany wayfarers and travellers into the wide open landscapes of 

Europe, we encounter the pious pilgrims to the Einsiedeln Madonna by 

Master E.S. and Emil Orlik's pilgrims to Mt. Fuji. As travellers and 

illustrators, the artists themselves lead the way. Travelling by foot is 

followed by other means of locomotion – Planes, Trains and Automobiles– 

Transportation and Mobility: travellers on horseback, on ships, in horse-

drawn carriages, on the train, in the car, on buses and planes. Daumier 

shows us the vagaries of a rail trip, Xaver Fuhr the eternal dream of flight. 

These excursions are followed by the “grand tour" (A Trip to Italy–Culture 
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and Education). The cultural and educational journey to Italy has long 

been part of a 'gentleman's education', on which studies of the antique, 

architecture and landscapes were all part of the agenda. The journeys of 

discovery began in the early modern era, making the entire world tangible 

on paper. Here, in the section Around the World–Art and Science, we 

encounter indigenous clans from 17th century Brazil, the luminous 

watercolours of the Humboldt artists as they sketched out the world, and 

the global enchantment of a Paul Gauguin. In the final section Odyssey–  

Escapes, Inner and Final Journeys, the fantastic and abyssal sides of the 

pilgrimage on Earth are depicted. The focus is on fictional journeys from 

great literature, as well as odysseys, the journey as a search or a test, 

and – highly topical – forced journeys, flight, longed-for destinations and 

their disintegration. 

 

With its summer exhibitions, the Kupferstichkabinett of the Staatliche 

Museen zu Berlin has introduced a new exhibition format to the German 

museum scene. The shows to date – The Art of Bathing (2014) and We 

Go to the Dogs (2015) – were met with a great deal of interest amongst 

the public and the press alike. The aim is to present our visitors with 

particularly attractive and popular themes from the history of art and 

culture during the summer months – the time of holidays, travelling and 

culture. Light-hearted elements also get a look in the exhibition. 


