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BIOGRAPHY LUDWIG MIES VAN DER ROHE 

 

 

1886 Born in Aachen on March 27  

1899–1902 Training in various fields associated with construction (Gewerbeschule Aachen, masonry 

apprenticeship, work in his father’s masonry business, designer of stucco ornaments) 

1905 Move to Berlin, where he worked with Bruno Paul 

1908–1911  Position at Peter Behrens’ Berlin architectural firm   

1912  Founds his own architectural firm in Berlin  

1914  Drafted into the army, worked in various building companies  

1921 Participation in a competition for an office building on Berlin’s Friedrichstraße 

(“Glashochhaus” [Glass Skyscraper], so-called “skin and bones architecture”)  

1923  Membership, BDA (Bund Deutscher Architekten, German Association of Architects) 

1924 Co-founder, “Der Ring” (The Ring), a group of avant-garde architects 

1924  Membership, DWB (Deutscher Werkbund) 

1927  Artistic director, model residential development Am Weißenhof in Stuttgart, as part of the 

Stuttgart Werkbundausstellung “Die Wohnung” 

1926 Leaves the BDA (conflict between traditionalists and modernists)  

1928/29   German Pavilion, World Exposition, Barcelona   

1929/30 Construction of Villa Tugendhat, Brünn (Brno) 

1930–1933 Director of the Bauhaus in Dessau and Berlin (1932–33) 

1938   Emigration to Chicago, director, Department of Architecture, Armour Institute of Technology 

(later Illinois Institute of Technology) 

1938–1969  Architecture office, Chicago, key works in the International Style 

As of 1950  Development of interiors free of supports with hall structures involving broad roofs (e.g., 

Farnsworth House, near Plano in Illinois, 1950/51) 

1954–1958 Construction of the Seagram Building, New York 

1965–1968  Construction of the Neue Nationalgalerie, Berlin 

1969   Died in Chicago on August 17  
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CONSTRUCTION HISTORY OF THE NEUE NATIONALGALERIE 
 
 

„The building itself is the first artwork to greet the visitor“ 
Werner Haftmann, director of the Nationalgalerie, 1968–1974 

 

 

1961 For political reasons, West Berlin seeks to gain Mies van der Rohe for a Berlin building 
project of cultural and educational relevance.   

July 3, 1962 The Berlin Senate commissions Mies van der Rohe to build a museum for the art of the 19
th
 

and 20
th
 centuries, with a focus on the West Berlin collection (“Galerie des 20. 

Jahrhunderts”). 

As of 1962   The design for the Neue Nationalgaleire is developed borrowing strongly from unrealized 
plans for the headquarters of Bacardi Rum Company in Santiago de Cuba (1957–1959)and 
Museum Georg Schäfer in Schweinfurt (ca. 1960). 

July 7, 1965  Construction begins. 

Due to Mies van der Rohe’s poor health, the project direction is managed by Mies’ grandson 
Dirk Lohan (born in 1938), who began working in the architect’s Chicago office in 1962. 

Sept. 22, 1965  Placement of the cornerstone in the presence of Mies van der Rohe 

Fall 1966  Completion of the steel-concrete construction on the lower level  

April 5, 1967  Installation of the prefabricated, 1250-ton coffered-rib roof, which the next day rested on 
eight bearing columns  

Sept. 15,1968  Opening of the Neue Nationalgalerie with a Mondrian exhibition  
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