
 

INFORMATION ON THE TREES 
 
 
Origin of the Tree Trunks 
 
The trees, domestic spruces and Sitka spruces native to North America, come from a private forest on 
the Baltic Sea in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern. The forest of conifers on 15 hectares was planted 100 
years ago by Hans Graf von Wilamowitz-Möllendorff as a dendrological experiment. Due to unclear 
ownership after the end of the GDR, these spruces were not harvested after the usual 70 to 80 year 
growth period. Now once again in family ownership, the forest is being cautiously renewed by the 
great-grandson. This means that older trees are being felled gradually and replaced with wildlings to 
create a natural mixed forest. 
 
 
Technical Information 
 
The spruce trunks, 8.2 meters in length and weighting from 500 to 1000 kilograms with varying 
diameters between 30 and 49 cm, are fixed in position at the ceiling using head point brackets and on 
the load-distributing plates of the floor using steel pins manufactured especially for this purpose, which 
are inserted into the trunks. The holes in the cassette ceiling, which Mies van der Rohe originally 
intended to be used for hanging artworks, for example, are utilized. Thanks to the flexible technique 
developed to position the tree trunks, thermal undulations of the roof can be compensated for. The 
roof is built with a slight upward curve since the human eye always sees a sag with such a large, free 
floating surface (65 meters by 65 meters). 
 
 


