Federal Ministry
¢ 18 Of Education
and Research

Berlin, 29 September 2011

BMBF supports museum research in 13 archaeological, art history and social history
projects

The BMBF Freedom for Research in the Humanities Initiative has provided 9.5 million euros
in funding for 13 projects (collaborative and individual) since 2009. The Ministry of Research has
stimulated significant scientific strategies through its support and initiation of museum research
projects on the interactions between the natural sciences and humanities. Funding for
humanities research has increased fivefold, from an initial €10.8 million in 2006 to €53.3 million
in 2011.

Museums, higher education institutions and other research establishments are working in close
cooperation to present new perspectives and the treasures slumbering in museum collections.
The Berlin Sculpture Network, for example, brings together the Pergamon Museum (National
Museums in Berlin) and the Freie Universitat Berlin. Archaeologists, database specialists and 3D
visualization experts are applying new information technology methods and computer-assisted
visualization to cast new light on antique sculptures and excavations. Other funded projects
address the history of energy consumption in everyday life, investigate the colourfulness of Ernst
Ludwig Kirchner's painting or focus on the art and popular culture of the GDR.

Ministry funding is supporting Museum Research in Germany. Museum collections provide the
foundation of our cultural memory. Research in the humanities sheds light on the possible
significance of the images and objects we have today, and an interdisciplinary approach to this
research is essential. In addition to bringing forth new interpretations of our cultural heritage,
innovative technical designs for the presentation of exhibits are being developed. Thus it is the
museums themselves that demonstrate how vivid and effective humanities research can be.
Their results are presented in exhibitions, catalogues and other publications.

The Federal Ministry of Education and Research supports the humanities and social sciences by
developing research infrastructures, international cooperation projects - and since the Year of
the Humanities in 2007 - through measures under the Freedom for Research in the
Humanities Initiative. These measures are usually based on proposals or suggestions made by
the German Council of Science and Humanities. The overriding aims of the measures are to
strengthen and promote the internationalization of the humanities. BMBF funding is also helping
to develop innovative applications in the humanities and supports young scientists.

For an overview of museum research projects funded by the BMBF click here:
http://pt-dir-gsk.de/ _media/Projektliste UEBERS Museen.pdf




