
International and National Scholarship Program for Work and Research Stays 

at the Museum for Islamic Art 

Guidelines 

1. Purpose of the Funding 

The International and National Scholarship Program of the Museum for Islamic Art enables scholars 

from around the world to conduct one- to three-month research or work stays. The program 

supports academic projects that are directly related to the museum's diverse initiatives and extensive 

collections. It aims to strengthen the international and national networks of the Museum for Islamic 

Art and is therefore directed at scholars residing both in Germany and abroad. The program primarily 

supports early-career researchers. With the help of these scholarships, scholars can work on their 

projects at the Museum for Islamic Art and establish professional contacts. They also participate in 

the academic and cultural life within the museum. 

2. Application 

Applications must include the following documents: 

• a completed application form (see separate attachment) 

• a curriculum vitae in tabular form 

• two references attesting to academic qualifications (for graduates/doctoral candidates only) 

• a list of publications 

• copies of the most recent university degree and any certificates conferring academic titles 

• a detailed project description outlining objectives, methodology, and previous work (max. 4 

pages) 

Applications must be submitted as a PDF file via email to isl@smb.museum. Only digital applications 

sent to this address will be accepted. 

3. Eligibility Requirements 

Eligible applicants include postdoctoral researchers, graduates, and doctoral candidates residing in 

Germany or abroad. Applicants must hold at least a first university degree (MA or equivalent) at the 

time of application. 

4. Duration of the Scholarship 

Scholarships can be awarded for a duration of one to three months. 

5. Scholarship Amount 
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a. Graduate or Doctoral Scholarship (for those holding a master's degree or equivalent qualification): 

EUR 1,300 per month. 

b. Postdoctoral or Research Scholarship (for those holding a doctoral degree or equivalent 

qualification): EUR 1,600 per month. 

In addition, a one-time travel allowance of up to EUR 500 may be granted upon submission of 

appropriate receipts. 

6. Selection Process 

Applications are reviewed at the Museum for Islamic Art based on the submitted documents and 

their evaluation by the responsible curators. The decisive criteria are the academic quality of the 

project, its relevance to the work of the Museum for Islamic Art, and the scholarly qualifications of 

the applicant. 

7. Obligations of Scholarship Holders 

Scholarship recipients are required to: 

• focus their stay on the research project described in the application, 

• immediately inform the director of the Museum for Islamic Art if the funded project cannot be 

properly carried out, 

• refrain from any form of employment during the scholarship period, 

• submit a written report on results and experiences (approx. 1–2 pages) within six weeks after the 

end of the scholarship, 

• inform the museum's management of any publications resulting from the project and provide one 

complimentary copy for the museum library. 

8. Obligations of the Museum for Islamic Art 

The Museum for Islamic Art undertakes to: 

• provide scholarship holders with a workspace, 

• ensure academic supervision, 

• assist, where possible, in establishing contact with other scholars and institutions. 
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